《Edward’s Family Bible New Testament Notes - Romans》(Justin Edward)
Commentator
The work is intended for laymen of its day to understand the Bible, with brief notes, comments, definitions and cross references - a poor man's study Bible.

The Family Bible "with brief notes and instruction [and cross references], designed to give the results of critical investigation, and to assist the Reader to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the inspired word" was first published in 3 volumes in 1851 by the American Tract Society. The comments follow the Authorized Version/KJV.

This Bible was designed "to assist common readers to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the Bible." Marginal references were from the English Polyglot Bible. Massachusetts Clergyman and social reformer (he was active in the Temperance and Sabbath Movements as well as the American Tract Society, Rev. Justin Edwards (1787-1853) wrote the notes and instructions for the Bible. The marginal Scripture references from the Polyglot Bible were included.

From the 'Preface'

"The object of the NOTES in this Family Bible is to assist common readers to understand the teaching of the Holy Spirit in the revealed word, by giving, in the plainest and briefest manner, the results of sound, judicious critical and prayerful investigation.

Some of the INSTRUCTIONS suggested by each chapter, are added in the hope of inducing all who read the Bible to form the habit of drawing from it such practical instructions as will tend most to their growth in knowledge and in grace, and to furnish them thoroughly for every good work.

The endeavor rightly to apprehend and rightly to express the meaning of the Holy Ghost in the passages examined, has been delightful; and it is hoped that, through the divine blessing, great and lasting benefits will result to many." 

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
A servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle; he first places himself with the whole body of believers as "a servant of Jesus Christ," and then, in accordance with his usual custom, asserts his apostolic calling; for when he writes to a church he wishes to do so with the authority of an apostle-one specially chosen and sent out by Christ himself, to preach his gospel, work miracles, gather churches, and extend his kingdom among men. 

Separated; set apart by God for this work. Galatians 1:15. 

Verse 2
Which he had promised afore; he is careful to show at the outset that the gospel is no new religion, but the fulfilment of the promises made in the Old Testament to the fathers. 

Verse 3
The seed of David; a descendant of David. 

According to the flesh; as to his human nature. 

Verse 4
Declared-with power; powerfully, conclusively manifested to be The Son of God-according to the Spirit of holiness; as to his divine nature. The words, "according to the Spirit of holiness," stand in contrast with the words, "according to the flesh," and seem to denote the divine Spirit of Christ, which was from eternity, and became mysteriously united with "the man Christ Jesus." To this divine nature holiness is ascribed as an essential attribute of deity. 

By the resurrection from the dead; the resurrection of Christ was the crowning seal which God set to the claim of Jesus of Nazareth to be the Son of God in the high and incommunicable sense of having equality with God. Christ has a twofold nature, human and divine. He is both God and man. Of this, God has given abundant and conclusive evidence, which no man can reject without great guilt. 

Verse 5
By whom; Jesus Christ. 

Grace and apostleship; the office of apostle, with that special grace which qualifies us to discharge its duties aright. Ephesians 3:8. In using the word "we," he joins himself with the other apostles. 

For obedience; that men of all nations might be led to obey Christ. 

Verse 7
Grace-peace; in this apostolic prayer Jesus Christ is joined with the Father as the source from which grace and peace flow; which could not be, were he not equal with the Father in power and glory. Grace is the favor of God bestowed on men through Jesus Christ, and peace is its effect. Grace and peace, with all their blessings for this life and the future, come from the Father and the Son. For them men are indebted to both the Father and the Son; and to both should give all honor and glory. Revelation 5:13. 

Verse 10
To come unto you; for the apostle had not yet been in Rome. 

Verse 11
Spiritual gift; in the widest sense, including all that spiritual edification that comes from the Holy Spirit through the communication of the truth. 

Established; in the faith and practice of the gospel. 

Verse 12
That I may be comforted together with you; lest he should seem arrogant in making himself a mere giver of spiritual good, he explains that he means the mutual edification of himself and the Roman Christians by their mutual intercourse. Christian intercourse is earnestly desired by Christian hearts, and is to those who are favored with it, a means of increasing excellence, usefulness, and enjoyment. 

Verse 13
Let; hindered. 

Some fruit; be the means of good in Rome, as he had been in other places. 

Verse 14
I am debtor; he was under obligation in consequence of what Christ had done for him. 

Greeks and Barbarians-wise and unwise; polished and rude, learned and ignorant. When Christ imparts to any one the blessings of his grace, it lays him under peculiar obligations to do good as he has opportunity; especially to promote the spiritual good of all his fellow-men. 

Verse 16
It is the power of God; that through which he exerts his saving power on all who believe and obey it. 

Jew first; the gospel was first preached to the Jews, then to the Gentiles. As the gospel is the means by which God exerts on men his saving power, it should be preached to all people; and as neither the power, the love, nor the grace of God will ever save any who reject it, all who hear should without delay believe, that it may be the power of God to their salvation. 

Verse 17
Therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith; in the original the words "from faith" are the same that are often elsewhere rendered "of faith," chap Romans 4:16; Romans 10:6; Galatians 3:7; Galatians 3:9; Galatians 3:12; and they may be so rendered here. This will give the following meaning: In it is revealed the righteousness of God; a righteousness which is of faith, and which is given to faith. The righteousness of God is here, as often elsewhere in Paul’s writings, not God’s personal righteousness, but the righteousness which he gives to sinners through their faith in Christ; in other words, it is his justifying grace, by which he freely pardons their sins, and accepts and treats them as righteous for Christ’s sake. This righteousness is said to be "of faith," in contrast with that which is "of the law," chap Romans 10:5, such as the holy angels have, and such as the Jews vainly sought to obtain by observing the precepts of the Mosaic law. Chap Romans 10:3; Philippians 3:9. The apostle adds that this ighteousness which is "of faith" is also "to faith," since it must be received and appropriated by each one’s personal faith. 

Shall live by faith; Habakkuk 2:4. What the prophet says of faith, in the general sense of confidence in God and his word, the apostle rightly applies to faith in Christ; since all true faith is, in its essence, the same. 

Verse 18
For the wrath of God is revealed; the word "for" connects this verse immediately with the preceding, as much as to say, There is need of such a righteousness as the gospel reveals, for the wrath of God is revealed from heaven, etc. He then proceeds to show, in the remainder of the chapter, how the Gentiles lie under this wrath; and in the following, how it rests on the Jews also; so that all men need to receive from God a righteousness which is not of law, but of faith. 

Ungodliness and unrighteousness; sins against God and men. 

Hold the truth in unrighteousness; prevent, by their wickedness, its proper effect. 

Verse 19
That which may be known; the character of God as manifested in his works. 

God hath showed it; in creation and providence. 

Verse 20
From the creation; ever since the creation. 

His eternal power and Godhead; his divinity, and worthiness of being loved, adored, and obeyed. 

Without excuse; having no reason for disobeying him. All to whom God has manifested himself in creation and providence, who do not worship him and are not thankful for the blessings which they receive, are without excuse, and have just reason to fear his awful displeasure. 

Verse 21
Knew God; knew so much of him as to know that they ought to worship and serve him. 

Glorified him not; did not honor and obey him as God. 

Vain in their imaginations; senseless and wicked in their thoughts and reasonings about the proper object of worship. 

Foolish heart; their perverse, wicked mind. 

Was darkened; blinded as to the spiritual nature and perfections of God. 

Verse 22
Professing themselves to be wise; pretending to great wisdom. 

Became fools; exhibited the greatest folly. 

Verse 23
Changed; exchanged the one only living and true God for images of birds, beasts, and reptiles. The doing of what persons know to be wrong blinds their minds, hardens their hearts, and makes them more wicked than they were before. As a punishment for their sins, God often suffers them to commit other sins, and still others, until they bring upon themselves aggravated destruction. 

Verse 24
God also; as a punishment for their sins in thus dishonoring him, abandoned them to the dominion of corrupt desires, appetites, and passions; and suffered them to commit the vilest abominations to their ruin. 

Verse 25
Changed the truth of God into a lie; the true God for an idol, or false god. 

More than; instead of. 

Blessed for ever; worthy of eternal love and praise. 

Verse 26
This cause; because of their wickedness in not worshipping him and in worshipping idols. 

Verse 28
Reprobate mind; a mind abhorred of God, and upon which his curse rests. 

Not convenient; not fit or proper, a disgrace to human nature. 

Verse 32
Knowing the judgment of God; their desert of his wrath. 

Worthy of death; justly exposed to it. 

Do the same; commit the crimes mentioned. 

Have pleasure; are pleased with others who commit them and encourage them in their crimes. The history of the world in all ages shows, that all means to overcome human depravity without the gospel of Christ, or to remove its evils without faith in him, will be unavailing. Philanthropists, therefore, and friends of external morality as well as of internal godliness should unite in making known Jesus Christ as soon as possible to every human being. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1
That judgest; that condemnest others on account of their sins. The apostle has in mind the Jews especially. 

Doest the same; committest similar sins. Men often practise what they condemn in others, without considering that in so doing they condemn themselves. 

Verse 4
Or despisest thou; they who take occasion from God’s long-suffering to go boldly on in sin, throw contempt upon his goodness. 

Not knowing; it is a willful and guilty ignorance, for it has its ground in forgetfulness of God. When the goodness, patience, and long-suffering of God encourage men in sin instead of leading them to forsake it, it is fearful evidence that they are ripening for ruin. 

Verse 6
To every man according to his deeds; when the question is, What is the ground on which sinners, who have broken God’s law, can be justified? Paul always answers, By faith, and not by the deeds of the law. Chap Romans 3:28; Galatians 2:16, etc. But when the question is, What character will God accept? he answers with James, "Not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified": verse Romans 2:13, compared with James 1:22-25; James 2:14-26. True faith in Christ always makes men such "doers of the law." The faith that is without works is dead, James 2:26, and will be disowned by Christ at the last day. Matthew 7:21-27. 

Verse 8
Them that are contentious; who contend against the truth, rebel against God, and do what they know to be wrong. 

Verse 9
The Jew first; especially to him, on account of his abuse of superior light and privileges. 

Verse 10
The Jew first; on account of his wise improvement of his peculiar blessings. Matthew 25:21; Luke 19:17. Great advantages, if rightly improved, will be the means of increasing future blessedness; if neglected and abused, or increasing future woe. 

Verse 11
No respect of persons; God will not treat men according to their color, country, or outward condition, but according to their character and conduct. 

Verse 12
Sinned without law; without a written law or revelation of duty. 

Perish without law; without being condemned for rejecting or sinning against a revelation which they never had. 

In the law; in possession of a written revelation. 

By the law; according to the revelation which they had. 

Verse 13
Hearers of the law; those who have a written revelation of the will of God, and know their duty. 

Doers of the Law; those who do their duty. 

Verse 14
Not the law; the written law. 

Things contained in the law; such things as the law requires. 

These; such as have not the light of revelation-the heathen. 

Are a law; they have a sense of moral right and wrong, arising from the moral nature or conscience which God has given them. 

Verse 15
The work of the law; its effect in producing a conviction of duty, and of guilt in not doing it. 

Accusing-excusing; as they have done or not done what they thought to be right. No man will be condemned for want of light, or for violating a law which he never had; but for neglecting the light which God gave him, and doing what he knew to be wrong. 

Verse 16
According to my gospel; the judgment of the last day will be by Jesus Christ, as is revealed in the gospel which Paul preached. This verse is connected in sense with the twelfth; what intervenes is a parenthesis. 

Verse 17
A Jew; a friend of God-one of his peculiar people. 

Restest in the law; dependest upon the possession and external observance of it for salvation. 

Makest thy boast of God; of having him for thy God, while the Gentiles had other gods. Belonging outwardly to the true church and attending upon its ordinances, is no certain evidence of true religion, of the favor of God, or preparation for heaven. 

Verse 18
Out of the law; out of the Scriptures. 

Verse 21
Teachest thou not thyself? to practise what thou teachest. 

Verse 22
Commit sacrilege; by profaning divine things, and taking to thyself what belongs to God. 

Verse 24
Is blasphemed; spoken against and dishonored. 

Through you; on account of the wicked conduct of the Jews as God’s professed people, as it was of old. Isaiah 52:5; Ezekiel 36:23. Members of the church who live in immorality, greatly dishonor God, increase the wickedness of men, and prepare for an awfully aggravated destruction. 

Verse 25
Circumcision; this was one of the rites in which they gloried; and it was useful if, by directing their thoughts to that inward purity and consecration to God which it signified, it led them more faithfully to obey God. If it did not, it did them no good; they would be treated no better than if they had not been circumcised. The observance of ordinances is useful if it leads men more faithfully to obey God; if it does not, it does them no good; and dependence upon such observances for salvation if continued, will ruin them. 

Verse 26
The uncircumcision; those who have not been circumcised. 

Keep the righteousness of the law; do from the light of nature the things which the law requires, verse Romans 2:14. 

Verse 27
Uncircumcision-by nature; that is, the Gentile, who remains as he was born, uncircumcised. 

Judge; condemn. 

By the letter; with a written revelation. 

Verse 28
Is not a Jew; in the spiritual sense, that of being a friend of God. 

Outwardly; by outward descent from Abraham. 

Neither is that circumcision; in the spiritual sense; that which God approves and will reward as obedience to him. 

Verse 29
Inwardly; in heart devoted to God, as was Abraham. Compare our Saviour’s words: "If ye were Abraham’s children, ye would do the works of Abraham." John 8:39. 

Of the heart, in the spirit; circumcision denoted the necessity of an inward, spiritual change, a real cutting off of sin, and the practice of holiness. This God will reward, not the mere outward observance. 

Not of men; men look on the outward appearance, and often expect reward for what is only external. 

Of God; he looks on the heart; and to be accepted of him, whatever men do they must do heartily as unto the Lord. His love must reign in their hearts, and his will govern their lives. Ordinances are designed to promote holiness of heart; if they do not, their object is not accomplished. However strict men may be in the outward observance, or however much praise they may receive for it from men, they are not approved and will not be accepted of God. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1
In the first part of this chapter the apostle meets various objections which might naturally arise in the mind of an unbelieving Jew to the doctrine which he has established in the preceding chapter, that the outward relation of the Jews to Abraham and their outward privileges cannot save them, but that God will deal with them, as with the Gentiles, according to their works. Verses Romans 3:1-8. He then returns to his great theme, that since Jews and Gentiles are alike under sin, they need alike righteousness of God which is of faith, not of works. 

What advantage; has the Jew above the Gentile, if both are sinners under condemnation, and neither can be justified or accepted of God on account of his works? 

Verse 2
Oracles of God; the Scriptures, revealing salvation through a Saviour to come. As the Scriptures are the voice of God, making known his will and the way in which men can be accepted of him, those who possess them have blessings much greater than those who do not. Hence they should be given to all, and all should be taught to read and obey them. 

Verse 3
What if some did not believe? had not faith in God, and as a consequence of their unbelief were unfaithful to God; for both these ideas are included in the original word. 

Shall their unbelief; their unbelief and unfaithfulness to God’s covenant with them, but which, as the apostle has taught, they lost its benefits and brought upon themselves the wrath of God, "who will render to every man according to his deeds." Chap Romans 2:6. 

Make the faith of God without effect? annul God’s faithfulness in fulfilling the terms of his covenant with Abraham and his seed? The unbelieving Jews thought that God’s covenant with their fathers bound him to bestow upon them eternal life, irrespective of their own conduct, and that a failure to do this would be a violation of the divine faith. The apostle, having shown that circumcision and the other privileges of the covenant can profit only those who are faithful to its conditions, and that the unfaithful Jew will be condemned along with the Gentiles, rejects with horror the idea that this is an annulling of the divine faithfulness. 

Verse 4
Let God be true; God is true, and all that deny it are false. This should always be admitted. 

As it is written; Psalms 51:4. 

Justified-overcome; seen to be just and right when complained of, and in all that he does. The apostle, as often elsewhere, follows the rendering of the Seventy. 

Verse 5
If our unrighteousness commend the righteousness of God; if our sins are made the occasion of showing the truth and justice of God, and are thus overruled for the display of his glory, is it not wrong for him to punish us? I speak as a man; as a short-sighted erring man might speak. 

Verse 6
God forbid; certainly not: if it were, God would not be just or right in punishing any one; for the sins of all are in some way overruled for the display of divine perfection, and the advancement of divine glory. This, however, does not alter the evil nature and tendency of sin, nor lessen the guilt of him who commits it. The fact that God takes occasion with regard to the sins of men, to display his perfections, does not alter the evil nature of sin, or lessen the guilt or danger of those who commit it. 

Verse 7
Through my lie; if when I am false, God shows his truth in punishing me as he has declared, and thus glorifies himself, why am I to blame? Because you were false; you felt wrong, and did wrong. When a man commits murder and is hung, the government is made a greater terror to evil-doers, and every man’s life is rendered more safe; why is the murderer then to blame? Because he committed murder. He meant it unto evil, and it was evil. Though God, through his ordinance of civil government, punishes him and thus promotes the good of the community, that does not alter the nature of his crime, or the propriety of punishing him; the government had told him before that they would do it. Truth, therefore, as well as justice and the public good, required his execution. 

Verse 8
And not rather; and why should we not rather say, if we carry out the false principle of the objector, Let us do evil, that good may come? as evil is overruled for good, why not commit it to accomplish that good? as some say is right, and affirm is taught in the Scriptures. Because it is wicked, and renders all who do it deserving of damnation. It is not the evil that does the good; but it is the counteracting and overruling of evil, and the treating of the evil-doer as he deserves, that does the good. Those who do evil for the purpose of accomplishing what they call good, or break the law of God professedly to honor him, will be justly condemned and awfully punished. 

Verse 9
We; Jews. 

They; Gentiles. 

Better; in condition as to the way of justification. Can Jews be justified in any other way than Gentiles? In no wise; certainly not; because both are sinners, and if saved it must be not by their own works, but by believing in Christ. Thus the apostle returns to his great theme, that Jews as well as Gentiles need the righteousness of God which is by faith, as revealed in the gospel. 

All under sin; all in a state of guilt and condemnation as sinners. The quotations that follow are taken from various parts of the Old Testament. 

Verse 10
As it is written; Psalms 14:1-3; Psalms 53:1-3. 

Verse 11
None that understandeth; naturally aright the true character of God, or the blessedness of serving him. 

None that seeketh after God; as the chief good. 

Verse 12
Out of the way; the way of truth, duty, and blessedness. 

Unprofitable; corrupt, worthless. Hosea 10:1. 

There is none that doeth good; none naturally glorify God or do right. 

Verse 13
Their throat is an open sepulchre; ready to swallow up and consume, as the grave did the body laid in it. Psalms 5:9. 

The poison of asps; their words are destructive. Psalms 140:3. 

Verse 16
In their ways; they cause misery and ruin. 

Verse 17
The way of peace; of holiness and blessedness to themselves and others. 

Verse 18
No fear of God; none which leads them to love and obey him, or keeps them from breaking his laws. Psalms 36:1. This is the account given of Jews who were blessed with the Scriptures and all the means of grace. 

Verse 19
We know; are certain that this description given in the law, or the Bible, concerning men, applies to those who are under the law, who have the Bible. Of course it describes the natural character and state of Jews as well as Gentiles. 

May become guilty; shown or proved from their own conduct, and from the Bible, to be guilty and deserving of condemnation. The description of the natural character of man which God gives in the Bible, applies to all men. It is a description of the human race, and shows that all men are sinners, guilty, and justly condemned; and that if saved, it must be not on account of their works or worthiness, but on account of the works and worthiness of Christ. 

Verse 20
By the deeds of the law; their own works in obedience to law. 

No flesh; no individual of the human race. 

Be justified; accepted of God or treated as righteous. 

The knowledge of sin; when compared with or tried by the law of God, men are shown to be sinners, shut up under righteous condemnation, without the possibility, on the ground of their own works, of ever being saved. 

Verse 21
The righteousness of God; that which he has provided in and by his Son Jesus Christ, and which he freely gives to sinners upon condition of faith in Christ. See note to chap Romans 1:17. 

Without the law; which justifies men not on the ground that they have rendered to the law the obedience which it requires, but through faith in Christ. But it must be carefully remembered that this faith produces true obedience to God’s law. See note to chap Romans 2:6. 

Is manifested; clearly revealed in the gospel. 

Being witnessed; having been referred to, foretold, and described in the Old Testament. Genesis 3:15; Genesis 12:3; Genesis 15:6; Deuteronomy 18:15; Deuteronomy 18:19; Psalms 51:14; Psalms 71:15-16; Psalms 85:10; Psalms 85:13; Psalms 89:16; Psalms 119:142; Isaiah 43:21; Isaiah 45:5; Isaiah 45:24-25; Isaiah 46:13; Isaiah 51:5; Isaiah 51:7; Isaiah 53:11; Isaiah 54:17; Isaiah 56:1; Isaiah 61:11; Isaiah 62:1-2; Daniel 9:24; Hosea 10:12; Habakkuk 2:4; Malachi 4:2. The way of salvation revealed in the Old Testament was the same which is revealed in the New. The revelation was not so clear and full, and it was addressed more to the outward senses: but in both, the salvation revealed is of grace, not of debt; obtained not by works, but by faith; and given not on account of human merits, but the merits of Christ. 

Verse 22
By faith of Jesus Christ; the benefits of whose obedience and death are obtained not by human works or merit, but by receiving him as a Saviour, and trusting in him for salvation. 

No difference; between Jews and Gentiles, as to the way of salvation. 

Verse 24
Freely by his grace; it is wholly of grace, not of debt, that men are saved. 

Verse 25
Set forth; exhibited. 

Propitiation; propitiatory sacrifice. 

Through faith in his blood; that the propitiatory sacrifice of Christ may benefit a man, he must appropriate it to himself through faith in Christ’s blood; for it was by the shedding of his blood that the propitiation was made. 

Declare his righteousness; show that he is righteous, in the forgiveness of sinners who believe on Christ. 

Sins that are past; committed in past times, and which God forbore to punish. The influence of Christ’s atonement extends backward to the first believer, and forward to the end of time. From Abel to the trump of the archangel, all who are justified and saved receive this gift through the blood of Christ. 

Verse 26
At this time; the time in which Paul lived, under the gospel dispensation. 

Just, and the justifier; that is, just while at the same time he is the justifier. These words set forth the only possible condition on which God can forgive sin. In doing so, he must be just to himself, his truth, his law, and the interests of his kingdom. 

Verse 27
Where is boasting; in this way of saving sinners, what ground is there for them to be vain of their own merit or worthiness? None at all. 

It is excluded; it is not for their sakes, but for Christ’s sake, that God pardons, accepts, and saves them. Not to them, but to him be all the glory. 

By what law? in what way is their boasting excluded? By their being saved through their own works? No; but by their being saved in God’s way, by grace, through faith in Jesus Christ, called here the law of faith. 

Verse 28
Therefore; in view of the whole subject and all the light that is thrown upon it. 

Without the deeds of the law; man’s obedience to law is not the ground of his justification, but the merits of Christ. 

Verse 29
Jews-Gentiles; he will be the God and Saviour of both-of all classes and all nations to whom Christ is made known, on the same condition-faith in his Son. Jehovah is the Creator, Preserver, and Benefactor of all, Jew and Gentile, high and low, rich and poor, bond and free. When they believe in Christ, he accepts them with equal readiness, adopts them into his family as his own children, and loves them with equal affection. He imprints on them his own blessed image, and as they treat each other so he regards them as treating him. 

Verse 30
Circumcision-uncircumcision; Jews and Gentiles. 

By faith; by a righteousness which is of faith, not of law. 

Through faith; by means of their faith. 

Verse 31
Make void the law; the law of God, as a rule of action, and sacredly binding on all who know it. Does the fact that God saves sinners through faith in Christ, lessen the sanctity and authority of his law as an expression of his will, or the obligations of men to obey it? By no means. 

We establish the law; show its excellence, its unchanging obligations, and lead men more earnestly, successfully, and perseveringly to strive to obey it. The way of saving sinners through the incarnation, obedience, suffering, death, resurrection, and intercession of Christ, and by faith in him, shows that the law of God is holy, just, and good; that the violation of it is unspeakably wicked; and that it cannot be violated with impunity; while the motives for obeying it in order to honor God, to show gratitude to the Redeemer, and become in heart and life like Him who was a living personification of its excellence, are greatly increased: such love and obedience are secured as never were, and never will be, secured among men in any other way. In perfectly obeying the divine law, Christ was a pattern of human perfection, which all who believe in him supremely desire and habitually strive to copy; saying from the heart, each for himself, "Such love, and meekness so divine, I would transcribe and make them mine. Be thou my pattern, make me bear More of thy gracious image here; Then God the Judge shall own my name Among the followers of the Lamb." 

04 Chapter 4 
Verse 1
As pertaining to the flesh; in the way of the outward ordinances and works of law. These words should be connected with the following, hath found; that is, found as an advantage or cause of boasting. The answer, which the apostle omits, is, He hath found nothing. And this he proceeds to show. 

Verse 2-3
He hath whereof to glory; if his works are the meritorious ground of his justification, he is saved of debt, not of grace. He might glory in his works as the ground of his salvation, and take to himself the praise. 

But not before God; that is, but he has not before God any thing whereof to glory. It follows that he was not justified by works. And this agrees with the word of God. 

For what saith the scripture? see Genesis 15:6. 

It; his belief. 

Was counted unto him for righteousness; was the ground of his being accepted as righteous. 

Verse 4
That worketh; so as to be saved on the ground of his own merit. 

The reward; his salvation. 

Not of grace, but of debt; if, in obedience to law, a person is justified, his salvation is merited, not bestowed as a gratuitous favor. 

Verse 5
That worketh not; who does not depend on his works for justification. 

The ungodly; sinners who believe in Christ. 

His faith; is the means of his justification and salvation, through the atonement and righteousness of Christ. 

Verse 6
David; Psalms 32:1-2. 

Imputeth righteousness; accepts and treats as righteous, though he is a sinner. Saints under the Old Testament were saved in the same way as saints under the New: not on account of their own works, but on account of Christ, and through faith in him. 

Verse 7
Sins are covered; not punished, but forgiven. 

Verse 8
Not impute sin; not charge it upon him, or inflict the suffering threatened against those who commit it. 

Verse 9
This blessedness; the blessedness of having sin forgiven, being accepted of God, and rewarded as righteous. 

The circumcision; those only who are circumcised. 

Uncircumcision; upon those also who are not circumcised. 

Verse 10
Not in circumcision; not after he was circumcised. 

In uncircumcision; before he was circumcised. 

Verse 11
A seal of the righteousness of the faith; a token, or visible sign, that by means of the faith which he exercised before he was circumcised, he was justified and accepted with God. 

The father; the model or pattern as to the way of acceptance with God, for all who should believe, though not descendants of Abraham, and not circumcised: to encourage them to exercise such faith as he did, that they also might be justified, and through grace be delivered from the punishment of sin and rewarded with eternal bliss. It is dangerous to put the sign for the thing signified, or make the one a substitute for the other. Those who depend on the sign are destitute of the thing signified; and so long as they continue to do it will remain destitute. Glorying in the shadow, they lose the substance. 

Verse 12
The father of circumcision; of his natural descendants who were circumcised, provided they exercised faith in Christ. 

Verse 13
Heir of the world; Genesis 12:2-3; Genesis 15:5-6; Genesis 17:4-8; Galatians 3:6-9; Galatians 3:14; Galatians 3:16-18; Galatians 3:29. 

Not-through the law; not on the ground of obedience to the law, or through the merit of human works, but through the righteousness bestowed upon him by God through faith. Verse Romans 4:3. The way of salvation through faith in Christ is suited to all classes and conditions of men. None are so good that they can be saved in any other way; and none are so bad that they cannot be saved in this. 

Verse 14
They which are of the law; those who seek justification by their own works. 

Be heirs; if they are by their own merits entitled to the blessings which God promised to Abraham. 

Faith is made void; is not needful. 

The promise; which God made to faith. 

Of none effect; useless. To connect this with the following verse, supply in thought, But the promise cannot be through the law; "because," etc. 

Verse 15
Because the law worketh wrath; that is, this is its effect upon fallen sinful men. It lays God’s authority upon their consciences, without furnishing the grace needful to enable them to overcome their corrupt passions. Instead of making them holy, therefore, and fit for heaven, it works wrath in two ways: first, by laying duty upon them which they do not perform, it becomes the occasion of provoking against them the divine wrath; secondly, in the same way it fills their minds with a sense of guilt and fearful apprehension of wrath to come. 

Where no law is, there is no transgression; were it possible that one should be absolutely without law, he could be guilty of no transgression; and the less clearly the divine law is revealed, the less does it operate to work wrath. Instead of saving those who have violated it, and yet seek to be justified by it, the law condemns them. As all men have violated it, none can be saved by it. If the promises were made only to those who should perfectly obey it, all would fail of the blessing. See note to chap Romans 5:20. 

Verse 16
Therefore it is of faith; the promise of justification and salvation made to Abraham and his seed, that Jehovah would be a God to him and his seed, Genesis 17:2-7, and referred to in Galatians 3:29, was not made on condition of perfect obedience to law, or on the ground of human merit, but of grace through Jesus Christ to all who should believe. 

Sure to all the seed; that all who should in faith imitate Abraham, might obtain the blessing promised to him and his seed, of having Jehovah for their God and portion. 

Not to that only which is of the law; not to Jews only, but to Gentiles also-to all who believe. 

The father of us all; all of every nation who exercise faith in Christ. 

Verse 17
As it is written; Genesis 17:5. 

Before him; in his sight, and according to his promise. 

Quickeneth; giveth life to. 

Things which be not; which have not taken place. Though they may appear to men impossible, he speaks of them as if they were already accomplished, and thus shows their certainty. 

Verse 18
Against hope; against all human expectation, or apparent possibility, In hope; that the things promised would certainly take place. 

The father; an illustrious pattern of faith, for the imitation of all who should believe. 

Verse 19
Dead-deadness; as to what was promised, they being at a time of life when it would not be according to the ordinary course of nature. 

Verse 20
He staggered not; he did not let his advanced age, or that of his wife, prevent him from believing that they should have a son and receive the blessings which God had promised. 

Giving glory to God; by the manifestation of strong faith in him. We should never doubt the truth of what God has declared, on account of any difficulties in the way of its fulfilment; but should expect its fulfilment as certainly as if there were no obstacles in its way. Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 46:10; Luke 21:23. 

Verse 22
It; his unwavering confidence in God. 

Was imputed to him; as the means of his being accepted of God and graciously treated as righteous. 

Verse 23
That it; that his faith was imputed to him for righteousness. What is written in the Scriptures was written for the instruction of men, not only of that age but of all ages. They are given by inspiration, and are all profitable for doctrine, reproof, correction, and instruction in righteousness. They should therefore be studied by all who have them; and should be sent to all the destitute, that they may be led to believe on Christ, and thus obtain eternal life. 

Verse 24
It shall be imputed; if we possess and manifest faith similar to that of Abraham, our faith shall be imputed to us for righteousness, as his was to him. This account of Abraham was transmitted to us to induce us, by exercising similar faith, to become his spiritual seed, and heirs to the eternal blessings promised to him. 

Verse 25
Was delivered for our offences; delivered to death on account of our sins. 

For our justification; in which is implied the resurrection of our bodies, and our admission, complete in soul and body, to the enjoyment of eternal life in heaven. Both the death of Christ and his resurrection were necessary to complete the work of our redemption. But the apostle naturally ascribes to the former the expiation of sin; to the latter, our introduction, through the justifying grace of God, to a new divine life in holy communion with him. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verse 1
Have peace with God; are reconciled to him, and in a state of favor with him. Faith in Christ makes a great and blessed change in the state, character, condition, enjoyments, and prospects of men. 

Verse 2
Into this grace; into this gracious state of peace and love. 

The glory of God; that glory which he has promised and will bestow upon his believing people. 

Verse 3
Tribulations; trials-not because they are pleasant, but because they are useful. 

Patience; in the old sense of endurance-the quality of bearing suffering with calmness and unwavering fortitude. 

Verse 4
Experience; also in the old Latin sense of trial, and then proof, tried integrity which comes from trial rightly endured, and is the object of God’s approval. The same Greek word is used in Philippians 2:22, where our version renders it, "proof." Hope; the confident "hope of the glory of God," verse Romans 5:2. 

Verse 5
Maketh not ashamed; it will not be disappointed-the glory hoped for will be realized. 

The love of God is shed abroad; the sweet sense of God’s love towards us, which is always accompanied by the exercise of our love towards him. Both are caused in us by the Holy Ghost, and are a sure earnest of eternal life. Philippians 1:6. The love of God reigning in the heart is a sure evidence of having received the Holy Spirit, and under his influence, of being in a course of preparation for heaven. 

Verse 6
Without strength; were wicked, lost, and destitute of resources to save ourselves, or provide for our own salvation. 

In due time; at the proper time in God’s estimation-the right time. 

Died for the ungodly; in their stead, that they, by believing in him, might live for ever. 

Verse 7
A righteous man; just, upright, and honest. 

A good man; not only just, but kind, compassionate, and governed by love to God and men. 

Verse 8
God commendeth his love; shows it to be unspeakably greater, more disinterested, and abundant. 

Sinners; enemies to him, and deserving his displeasure. 

Verse 9
Being now justified by his blood; the argument is from the less to the greater: If while we were yet enemies to God an expiation was made for our sins, much more, now that through that expiation we have been brought into an actual state of justification, shall we be saved from God’s wrath. 

Verse 10
We were reconciled; not personally and actually, for the apostle is speaking, as in verse Romans 5:8, of the expiatory death of Christ. He means, then, that a way of reconciliation was opened to us by death of Christ. 

Being reconciled; that is, personally and actually, through faith in Christ’s expiatory death. 

We shall be saved by his life; both the death and resurrection of Christ are necessary to complete the work of our redemption. But here, as in chap Romans 4:25, he ascribes to his death the expiation of our sin, and to his life after his resurrection our actual introduction to a state of justification and eternal life. For Christ lives with all power in heaven and on earth to intercede for his saints and overrule all things for their good. Matthew 28:18; John 14:19; Romans 8:28-39; Hebrews 7:25. A change in men from a state of enmity to God manifested by rebelling against him, to a state of love for him manifested by obeying him, is proof that they have passed from death unto life, and that they will be kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation. 1 Peter 1:5. 

Verse 11
Joy in God; greatly rejoice in his character and will; especially in the gift of his Son and the way of life through him. 

By whom; Christ. 

The atonement; reconciliation to God and the enjoyment of his favor. 

Verse 12
Wherefore as by one man; that is, Adam. The apostle, in this verse, evidently begins a comparison between Adam and Christ, the same for substance as that contained in verses Romans 5:18-19. But before completing it, he pauses to throw in sundry remarks pertaining to it. 

Death by sin; as a consequence of sin. 

And so; as a consequence of sin, death passed upon all; all became subject to it. 

For that; because. 

Verse 13
Until the law; before it was written, or communicated by Moses. 

Sin was in the world; men committed it, and suffered the consequences; God treated them as sinners. 

Sin is not imputed; it is not charged to men, or laid to their account; they are not held responsible and punished for it. 

When there is no law; because sin is a transgression of a wise and good law. It follows that there was such a law binding on men before the time of Moses, and before any written revelation of the will of God was made to men. There was a law given to Adam from the mouth of God, by the violation of which sin entered, and death by sin. There was a law, too, written upon the hearts of all men as moral beings. Chap Romans 2:14-15. Of course there could be, and there was, transgression-violation of law. This was proved by the fact that there was death as universal as after the giving of a written law by Moses. 

Verse 14
Similitude; manner or likeness; namely, by violating a positive revealed law. 

Figure; in the original, type. Adam is the type of Christ, especially in the wide influence exerted by him on the human family. 

Of him that was to come; the Messiah. This was among the Jews a common mode of designating their expected Messiah. Compare Matthew 11:3; John 6:14; John 11:27. 

Verse 15
Not as the offence; having called Adam the type of Christ, it was natural that the apostle should show that there is not a likeness in all respects between Adam and Christ; or between the evil which comes through the one, and the good which comes through the other. In several respects there is a difference; some of which he proceeds to mention. 

Many be dead; there is a difference in the kind of extent of influence. That of Adam works death; that of Christ brings to all who receive him superabounding grace and life. 

Hath abounded; hath, to those who embrace Jesus Christ, gone beyond the mere removal of the evil which comes upon them through Adam; giving them good which is more safe, more abundant, more glorious than he or they ever lost, or could in any way, except through faith in him, ever have enjoyed. John 10:10. The evil which one offence of Adam brought on him and his posterity, shows in a wonderful manner the evil nature and destructive tendency of sin, and the great guilt and danger of committing it, and should lead all to hate and at once forsake it. 

Verse 16
By one that sinned; Adam. There is a difference between the evil which came through Adam, and the good which comes through Christ, in another respect. 

By one; one offence, by which sin entered. The evil, expressed by the words judgment, death, and condemnation, came through and were made sure by one sin; but the grace of God in Jesus Christ pardons and triumphs over many sins, and bestows an exceeding and eternal weight of glory upon those who have committed numerous offences. 

Verse 17
By one man’s offence; that of Adam. 

By one; Adam. 

Much more; the reasons for saving believers in Christ appear much more numerous and strong than those for subjecting them to sin and death through Adam. As the latter has been done, they may be sure, from the character and word of God, that the former will in due time be accomplished. 

Verse 18
Upon all men unto justification; the blessings provided by Christ are sufficient for all; they are offered to all to whom they are revealed; they should be accepted by all; and all who do accept them, as offered in the gospel, will be pardoned, justified, and saved. 

Verse 19
As all who believe in Christ will be saved, all to whom he is made known are bound both by duty and interest to believe in him, and thus, through grace, prepare to live and rejoice with him for ever in heaven. If they do not, their destruction will be more dreadful than if they had never heard of him, or he had never come into the world. 

Verse 20
The law entered; a written revelation of the will of God was given and embodied in the moral and ceremonial law of the Old Testament. 

That the offence might abound; as men, after the giving of the written law, had more commands and obligations which they knowingly violated, the number and guilt of their sins was greatly increased. Thus the law, through their opposition to it, and their voluntary disobedience of it, aggravated their condemnation; and was adapted to make them feel that if they were ever saved, it must be by grace, and thus prepare them to believe on Christ. Galatians 3:24. 

Grace did much more abound; it triumphed over all obstacles, and saved those who believed in Christ, notwithstanding their greatly multiplied and aggravated transgressions. 

Verse 21
Through righteousness; the righteousness which God gives through faith in Christ, who died for our sins according to the Scriptures, rose for our justification, and ever lives to make intercession for us. 1 Corinthians 15:3-4; Hebrews 7:25. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verse 1
What shall we say; in view of the foregoing truths, and especially the fact that where sin abounded, grace did much more abound. Shall we continue to live in sin, that grace may the more abound? 

Verse 2
God forbid; surely not; for that would be acting not only against the abounding, but against all operations of grace-against what is professed and is most earnestly desired by all true Christians. They have looked to Christ to be delivered not only from the punishment, but from the power of sin. For them, therefore, to continue in it that grace might be displayed in its forgiveness, would be not only wicked but absurd. It would be acting against the great object of their desires and efforts. 

We, that are dead to sin; that have, from a discovery of its evil and malignant nature, heartily renounced it and separated ourselves from it. 

Verse 3
Were baptized into his death; were so united with him as to be the followers of him in his death by dying to sin as he did. See this idea more fully stated in verses Romans 6:10-11. True Christians will never make the fact that they are saved by grace and not by works, nor the fact that the greater and more numerous their sins the more abounding the grace which saves them, an occasion or excuse for continuing in sin. 

Verse 4
We also should walk in newness of life; for our death with Christ to sin implies our resurrection with Christ to God, which is to us a new life of holiness. See on verses Romans 6:10-11. 

Verse 5
Planted together; that is, as the original word implies, closely united, namely, with Christ. 

We shall be also; closely united with Christ. Our dying with Christ to sin, implies our rising with Christ to God. Verses Romans 6:10-11. 

Verse 6
Our old man; our natural love of sin, and inclination to commit it. 

Is crucified with him; a repetition of the idea that we die with Christ to sin. The apostle uses the word crucified with reference to the manner of our Lord’s death; perhaps also to intimate the lingering and painful nature of the process by which the old man dies, to give place to the new man. 

The body of sin; the same as "the law of sin which is in my members," chap Romans 7:23, which in the old man controls the body, making it a body of sin and death, chap Romans 7:24. 

Verse 7
For he that is dead; that is, as the context shows, he that has died to sin. Compare verse Romans 6:18. 

Verse 8
Dead with Christ; in the sense above explained-one with him in sympathy, desire, and effort as to the object of his death, the deliverance of his people from sin. 

We believe that we shall also live with him; be like him, through communications received from him, in living to God, even as the branch is like the vine. John 14:19; John 15:5; Hebrews 7:25. 

Verse 10
He died unto sin; in reference to sin, the design of his death being to put away sin. Hebrews 9:26. By making expiation for sin he prepared the way for its forgiveness, and thus its removal from the souls of all that believe in him. 

In that he liveth; liveth in his new resurrection-life. 

He liveth unto God; his life is devoted to the glory of God in the furtherance of the work of redemption. Before his crucifixion, Christ lived unto God also. But that was a life of humiliation leading to the death of the cross, and may here be reckoned as a part of the process of his dying unto sin. His resurrection-life, on the contrary, is a life of exaltation, in which all power is given into his hands for the glory of the Father, in the over-throw of the kingdom of Satan and the establishment of the kingdom of God in this world. 

Verse 11
Likewise reckon ye; be like Christ, in dying to sin and living to God. 

Dead indeed unto sin; dead in reference to sin, in the sense of putting it away from you, and having no more to do with it. 

Alive unto God; living a new life of holiness devoted to God’s glory, in imitation of Christ’s resurrection-life. 

Through Jesus Christ; by virtue of your union with him through faith. In this and the preceding verse, we have the key to the interpretation of the preceding comparison extended in various forms through verses Romans 6:4-9. Faith in Christ is the means not only of justification, but of sanctification; and produces a change not of state and condition only, but of character and conduct. It leads a person to live not unto himself, but unto Him who died for him and rose again. 

Verse 12
Let not sin therefore reign; be not its slaves in being or doing wrong, but be the freemen and willing servants of Christ in being and doing right. 

In your mortal body; let not the mind be enslaved to, or polluted by the bodily propensities, appetites, or passions. Control and regulate them according to the will of God. 

Verse 13
Neither yield ye your members; let not any of your faculties or powers by employed in the service or used as the instruments of sin. 

Yourselves; body and soul with all your powers employ in the service, and to the glory of God. 

Verse 14
Over you; Christians, who have believed in Christ, and are justified by faith. 

Ye are not under the law; not under a legal dispensation, where perfect obedience to law, and freedom from all sin, are necessary to acceptance with God. The apostle had already shown that the law cannot deliver from either the guilt or the pollution of sin, but "worketh" wrath to all transgressors. Chap Romans 3:20; Romans 4:15. 

But under grace; a gracious dispensation, under which men are justified, not by perfect obedience, but by faith in Christ, who died to redeem them from the curse of the law, being made a curse for them. 

Verse 15
Shall we sin; if they should thus abuse the doctrine of salvation by grace, and take occasion from it to live in known sin, it would show that they loved sin, that they were its slaves; and continuing this course, would reap its wages, eternal death. Romans 8:13; Galatians 6:7-8. 

Verse 16
Every person daily chooses the service of self and sin, or of Christ and holiness. One leads to life, the other to death. Both, God sets before men, and invites them to choose life by taking the way which leads to it, and promises that if they do they shall live. Deuteronomy 30:19; Joshua 24:15. 

Verse 17
God be thanked; that they who were the servants of sin had forsaken it, and believed on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Verse 18
Made free; from the slavery of sin. 

Servants of righteousness; by believing and obeying Christ. 

Verse 19
After the manner of men; as much as to say, In calling you the servants of righteousness, I do not mean that you are not truly free, but I use an illustration drawn from a relation with which you are familiar. 

Because of the infirmity of your flesh; your dulness, on account of your remaining carnality, in rightly apprehending divine truth. 

As ye have yielded your members; as they had heretofore employed them in the practice of sin, they should hereafter employ them in the practice of holiness. Familiar illustrations drawn by ministers from the common concerns of life with which their hearers are acquainted, are among the best modes of giving them clear conceptions of divine truth, and making a right impression upon their hearts. 

Verse 20
When ye were the servants of sin; were wholly devoted to it. 

Free from righteousness; not in any way under its control-a most miserable freedom, as the apostle proceeds to show. 

Verse 21
What fruit had ye; in that shameful, wicked course. Did it do you any good? The end of those things; their tendency, and the result to which when continued they lead. 

Is death; temporal, spiritual, eternal. 

Verse 22
Free from sin; its condemning and reigning power. 

Servants to God; devoted to him. 

Fruit unto holiness; its results are increasing holiness, and of course increasing usefulness and happiness. 

Everlasting life; holiness, and happiness, which shall be perfect and eternal. 

Verse 23
The wages of sin; its just desert. 

Is death; endless sinning and suffering. 

Eternal life; perfect, endless holiness and bliss. The future misery of the wicked is their just desert; and the future happiness of the righteous is the gracious gift of God, through the merits of Jesus Christ. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verse 1
The apostle had shown, in chap Romans 4:15, that "the law worketh wrath," and is unable to give justification and salvation. He had further said, in chap Romans 6:14, that believers are not under law, but under grace. This latter idea he proceeds in the present chapter to unfold, in verses Romans 7:1-6; and while he vindicates the law as "holy, and just, and good," he yet shows the impossibility of gaining through it a victory over sin, in verses Romans 7:7-25. He then goes on to show, throughout the whole of the eighth chapter, the blessed state of those who are not under law, but under grace. 

The law; the Mosaic law, as he proceeds to illustrate. 

Verse 2
Loosed from the law of her husband; from the law which, so long as he lived, bound him to her as her husband, and thus bound her to him. 

Verse 3
She is free from that law; the release of her husband from it by death, is her release also. 

Verse 4
Ye also are become dead to the law; in carrying out the comparison, the apostle necessarily changes its form somewhat. He could not well say that the law, which may be here regarded as their former husband, was dead. Instead of that, he says, Ye are become dead to the law; the essential idea being that the death of either party dissolves the relation existing between them. 

By the body of Christ; by his crucified body making expiation for your sins. Thus ye are released from the law as a means of justification before God, so that ye are no longer in this respect bound to it, any more than a woman is bound to her husband after he is dead. Thus the way is prepared that ye should be married to another, even Christ; in other words, should come into a state of justification by virtue of your union with Christ through faith. Deliverance from the law of God as a covenant of works, and from the necessity of obeying it as a ground of justification, is essential to the obeying of it as a rule of duty. 

Verse 5
In the flesh; in their natural state, with no ground for justification except obedience to law, and under the necessity of perfectly obeying it or suffering its curse. Its strict requirements and its awful threatenings, instead of leading them to love and obey it, were the occasion, through their wickedness, of exciting against it greater hatred and more violent rebellion; thus, in the language of the Holy Ghost, "bringing forth fruit unto death." 

Verse 6
We; Christians, who have seen that by the works of the law we cannot be justified, have given up dependence on obedience to it, and are trusting in the atonement and righteousness of Christ for salvation. 

Are delivered from the law; not as a just measure of obligation, but as a ground of justification, and from liability to suffer its curse. 

That being dead; the marginal reading, "being dead to that," is much to be preferred. It is a repetition of the idea that they are dead to the law, as in verse Romans 7:4. 

That we should serve in newness of spirit; serve God not in external form merely, or from slavish fear, but in spirit and in truth, from love to God and his laws. 

Verse 7
Is the law sin? is the law answerable for sin because no one can be justified by it, and because it is made the occasion of increasing the wickedness of those who break it? By no means. 

Nay; on the contrary, I had not known sin; I had not understood my own exceeding sinfulness, had I not seen myself in the light of the law. By the law was the knowledge of sin: for instance, he had not known lust, the desire of forbidden objects, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet; not desire what God forbids. As a correct view of the spirituality and extent of the divine law is essential to a right knowledge of one’s sins, ministers of the gospel should faithfully preach it, and show its universal and perpetual obligation, that all may understand their true character, renounce dependence on their own works, and rely for salvation on the rich grace of God in Jesus Christ. 

Verse 8
Sin; his sinful inclination led him to resist the commandment, and the more to indulge evil desires in opposition to its requirements. Resistance to its restraints increased his wickedness, and showed, beyond what he had before seen, his depravity of heart. 

Sin was dead; was in a slumbering state, not active and strong. 

Verse 9
I was alive; in my own estimation, and thought I was blameless as touching the law. Philippians 3:6. 

The commandment; that which extends to all the thoughts and desires of the soul, and requires them to be holy, just, and good. 

Came; came to be apprehended in its spirituality and extent. 

Sin revived; rose to view in awful and aggravated increase of power and guilt. 

I died; as to all hope in myself from the law, or from my obedience to it. I saw that it condemned me, and that judged by it, I was lost. 

Verse 10
Ordained to life; to give life to all who should perfectly obey it. 

Unto death; because I had broken it and fallen under its curse. 

Verse 11
For sin; sin reigning in my soul. 

Taking occasion by the commandment; as Satan in Eden took occasion of the prohibition to eat the fruit of the tree of knowledge. 

Deceived me; as Satan did Eve, and thus seduced me into disobedience. The apostle has in view the blinding and deceiving nature of sinful passion. 

And by it slew me; thus turning the commandment into an instrument of my death, as verse Romans 7:10. 

Verse 13
That which is good; the good law of God. 

Made death unto me? Was it the law which caused his ruin? By no means. It was his own wicked violations of it. 

Sin; this was the cause of his ruin. 

Working death in me by that which is good; by leading me to resist the law, to sin against greater light and stronger motives, and thus become more sinful: such are the effects of human depravity when left to act itself out under the influence of mere law. The fact that the more clearly men in their natural state see the purity and extent of the law of God, the more strenuously they resist it and thus increase their wickedness, shows most strikingly the hateful nature and desperate tendency of human depravity, and the utter fallace of all hope, from the influence of law merely, of ever removing or lessening it. 

Verse 14
The law is spiritual; it requires perfect holiness of spirit; that men should love God with all their heart and soul and mind and strength; and that whatever they do, they should do all to the glory of God. But not even Paul, after his conversion, and after he had been preaching the gospel for years, did all this. So far as he fell short he was carnal, sinful, and needed the grace of God through Jesus Christ. 

I am carnal; fleshly and earthly in my affections, and thus sold under sin; under its power as a bond-servant. These words describe, first, the state of all unregenerate men; secondly, the condition of believers so far as "the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus" has not made them free from it. In what follows to the end of the chapter, the apostle describes the painful conflict between the spiritual law of God and the carnal mind of man, in the soul of him who is earnestly seeking to render to the law a true inward obedience. What he says applies in a measure to the awakened and convicted sinner, who, without any clear apprehension of Christ’s grace, is vainly seeking justification from the works of the law; but more fully to the warfare with sin in the heart of the true Christian; for he is spiritual only in part-not a willing, habitual devotee and slave of sin, but sold as a captive against his prevailing inclinations. He is not delighted or contented with his bondage. It is his grief and burden. He has tasted the beginning of liberty, and sighs and struggles for its completion. 

Verse 15
That which I do; in violation of the law of God. 

I allow not; I do not love it, delight in it, or approve of it. 

What I would; to obey perfectly the law of God, that do I not. 

What I hate; to act in violation of it, or in any respect to fail of perfectly obeying it, that I do. 

Verse 16
I consent unto the law; by disapproving and hating all violations of it, and condemning myself on account of them, I show that I approve the law as wise, holy, just, and good. 

Verse 17
No more I-but sin; it is not my habitual inclination, my prevailing desire, to break the law. I do not love transgression, but abhor it; yet in many things I offend, and in all come short of perfect obedience, through the power of temptation and the strength of my own evil propensities, which are not yet entirely done away. James 3:2; 1 John 1:8. 

Verse 18
In me; by nature. 

In my flesh; my natural heart, as it is under the influence of law merely, without the grace of God. 

No good thing; nothing spiritually good; even now, under the influences of the Spirit and grace of God, much evil still remains. 

To will is present; I desire to be completely conformed to the will of God. 

But how to perform; to do that which would be perfect. 

I find not; I do not do it; on the contrary, I do as stated in verse Romans 7:15. Therefore it is true as stated in verse Romans 7:17. 

Verse 21
A law; a constant tendency to evil, when I desire to be and do that only which is perfectly good. 

Verse 22
I delight in the law of God; love it, and desire perfectly to obey it. 

After the inward man; inwardly, from the heart. I not merely approve of it in my conscience and judgment, but through the grace of God, I love it as the transcript of infinite perfection. Psalms 1:2; Psalms 119:24; Psalms 119:77; Psalms 119:174. 

Verse 23
Another law; different from my prevailing inclination, my earnest desire. 

Warring against; opposing, hindering, and thwarting the full accomplishment of my wishes. 

The law of my mind; the desires of my heart, inspired by the Holy Ghost. Galatians 5:17. 

Bringing me into captivity; a loathsome, hated bondage, which makes me abhor myself. Job 9:31; Job 42:6. 

Law of sin-in my members; propensities to evil which, notwithstanding all that grace has done, are not entirely removed. Christians of the greatest experience and highest attainments in the divine life, are not what they ought to be; not what they desire to be; not what they hope to be; not what God has promised that they shall be; and not what through grace, in fulfilment of his promise, they for ever will be-perfect even as their Father in heaven is perfect. 

Verse 24
Wretched man; on account of remaining proneness to sin. 

Who shall deliver me; not the law, not my own efforts, or my abhorrence of myself on account of disobedience-not any expedients which ever have been or can be devised by creatures. Left to these merely, he who is filthy will remain filthy still. What then? Must I perish, or drag on for ever this body of death? No. 

Verse 25
I thank God; for his unspeakable gift. 2 Corinthians 9:15; 1 Peter 1:8. There is deliverance-complete, everlasting deliverance from all evil, and all propensity or liability to evil, through Jesus Christ our Lord; who, though he was rich, for our sakes became poor, that we through his poverty might be rich, being filled for ever with the fulness of God. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verse 1
No condemnation; from God. 

Who walk; live habitually. 

Not after the flesh; not as corrupt nature prompts, seeking supremely earthly good and selfish gratification. 

After the Spirit; as the Holy Spirit directs, regarding principally God, Christ, heaven, and spiritual, eternal things. 

Verse 2
The law of the Spirit of life; that new direction of the soul which is given by the Holy Ghost through faith in Christ. 

Made me free; delivered me from the condemning power of the divine law, and the reigning power of sin and death. This is that deliverance for which the apostle expresses his earnest longing in chap Romans 7:24. We are not to understand that it takes place instantly and perfectly, so that the experience described in the latter part of the seventh chapter wholly ceases, and that of the present chapter becomes absolute and uninterrupted. Rather do the two experiences run parallel with each other in a measure, yet so that the latter continually prevails more and more, as the Christian becomes more and more spiritual in his character. 

Verse 3
What the law could not do; it could not deliver those who had broken it from condemnation and ruin. It could neither lead them to obey it, nor to repent of having broken it; nor could it lessen their disposition to violate it, notwithstanding its promises and threatenings. It could make no atonement for sin, and could not save from it. 

It was weak through the flesh; through man’s depravity and transgression. 

In the likeness of sinful flesh; in human nature. 

For sin; to die on account of it, the just for the unjust. 

Condemned sin in the flesh; destroyed its power over those who trust in Christ, by showing, through his atonement, the evil nature of sin, the guilt of those who commit it, the excellence of the law which it violates, the anger of God against it; and so opening a way in which God could be just, and the justifier of all that believe in Jesus; and in addition to all this, procuring for them the grace of the Holy Spirit to help them to believe on Christ, and through their union with him, to render to the law a true spiritual obedience; thus delivering them from both the condemnation and the reigning power of sin, neither of which things the law could do. 

Verse 4
That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us; that we might be brought into that state of true righteousness which the law requires. The apostle, as the context shows, has immediate reference to deliverance from the reigning power of sin in the soul, but this can never be accomplished without deliverance also from its condemning power. The proper evidence of being interested in Christ, and entitled to the blessings of his salvation, is a disposition to regard the things which the Holy Spirit has revealed, and to follow his directions. 

Verse 5
After the flesh; fleshly in their character. 

Do mind the things of the flesh; devote themselves to fleshly objects. Their outward conduct flows from their inward character, as a stream from a fountain. "The flesh" is to be taken here, as in Galatians 5:19-21, and often elsewhere, in a wide sense. It includes all the earthly and corrupt passions, appetites, and desires which rule in the natural heart. 

They that are after the Spirit; they in whom the Holy Spirit habitually dwells, making them spiritual in their character. 

Mind-the things of the Spirit; yield themselves to the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and thus devote themselves supremely to the spiritual objects which he reveals. 

Verse 6
To be carnally minded; the same as to mind the things of the flesh, as verse Romans 8:5. So, to be spiritually minded, is the same as to mind the things of the Spirit. 

Is death; spiritual death, and if continued will issue in eternal death. 

Is life and peace; spiritual life, manifesting itself in love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance, and all those dispositions and habits which promote the glory of God and the good of men. 

Verse 7
Is enmity against God; opposed to his character and will. If it were not, it would love and obey him. 

Not subject to the law of God; it does not yield obedience, but acts in opposition to what he requires. 

Neither indeed can be; the two things are incompatible, contrary the one to the other; and the one should be renounced, that the other may be followed. 

Verse 8
They that are in the flesh; in a fleshly state; the same as "they that are after the flesh," as verse Romans 8:4. 

Cannot please God; because a fleshly state is contrary to that spiritual state which God requires. For this reason they should no longer continue their wicked and dangerous course, but should turn from it and live. As those who seek their chief good in earthly things cannot please God, and so long as they continue this course show that they are at enmity with him, they ought without delay to renounce it, become his cordial friends, and show this by believing on his Son, and obeying his commands. 

Verse 9
If so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you; the Holy Spirit, producing and leading you to manifest the fruits of the Spirit. Galatians 5:22-24. 

The Spirit of Christ; the Holy Spirit, producing in him in some measure a likeness to Christ, and leading him earnestly to desire that it may be perfected. 

He is none of his; he is not interested in the blessings of His salvation. 

Verse 10
If Christ be in you; by his Spirit, producing in you a likeness to himself. 

Because of sin; the body, whether of the believer or unbeliever, must indeed die and turn to dust, on account of sin. 

But the spirit is life; it is delivered from condemnation and is spiritually alive, having been raised with Christ, through the power of God, who raised him from the dead. 

Because of righteousness; because of the conformity of heart to the character and will of God, wrought in it by the Holy Ghost through faith in Christ. 

Verse 11
The Spirit; the Holy Spirit. 

Dwell in you; producing in you the fruits of the Spirit. Galatians 5:22-23. 

Quicken your mortal bodies; make them alive to God’s service in the present life, so that from being "instruments of unrighteousness," they become "instruments of righteousness unto God"; and in the life to come, raise them up spiritual and immortal, to be united with the soul, that thus the whole man may be for ever with the Lord. 1 Corinthians 15:42-58; Philippians 3:20-21; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. 

Verse 12
Are debtors; owe obligation. 

Not to the flesh; because the minding of the flesh has never conferred upon us any real good, but always injury. 

Verse 13
Ye shall die; the death not of the body merely, but of the soul-a death which shall last for ever. Body and soul shall die the second, an eternal death. 

Through the Spirit; through the influence and aid of the Holy Spirit, given to all who believe in Christ. 

Mortify the deeds of the body; resist, overcome, and cease to gratify sinful inclinations, and thus cause them to die. 

Ye shall live; a holy and blessed life-a life that shall outlive death, and be perfected in a world of life, light, and joy, where, as long as Christ lives, all who have his Spirit shall live with him, and be like him. John 6:57; John 14:19; John 17:11; John 17:21-22; John 17:24. By believing in Christ persons may receive the Holy Spirit, under his influence become spiritually minded, overcome their propensities to evil, delight in the law of the Lord, and so act as through the grace of God to live for ever. 

Verse 14
Are led by the Spirit; follow his guidance. This includes the idea of minding the things of the Spirit, and through his help, mortifying the deeds of the body. 

The sons of God; sonship here includes two things: first, likeness to God in character; secondly, heirship to the inheritance provided by God for his children. 

Verse 15
Spirit of bondage; a servile, slavish spirit, governed by fear. 

Again to fear; that ye should be again in a state of fear, as ye were under the law. 

Spirit of adoption; the affectionate confidence of children, as contrasted with the servile fear of slaves. 

We cry, Abba, Father; Abba is the Chaldee word for father. The union of the two words gives emphasis to the endeared relation. Compare Mark 14:36; Galatians 4:6. 

Verse 16
The Spirit itself; the Holy Spirit. 

Beareth witness with our spirit; by working in us the dispositions, and leading us to form the habits and cherish the hopes of the children of God; and by his influence, enabling us to discern in ourselves these scriptural evidences of being born of God. 

Verse 17
If children, then-joint-heirs with Christ; entitled to be, with Christ, partakers for ever of the blessings of Jehovah’s kingdom. 

If so be that we suffer with him; deny ourselves for his sake, meet with calmness and bear with patience the trials which he brings upon us, and do whatever is needful to honor him and do good to men. 

That we may be also glorified together; John 17:24; 2 Timothy 2:11-12. 

Verse 18
The sufferings of this present time; those which Christians endure in this world. 

Not worthy to be compared; are very small, as nothing in comparison. 

Glory-revealed in us; Ephesians 3:16-19; Colossians 3:4; 2 Thessalonians 1:10; 1 John 3:2. All sacrifices which men make to obey God, and all trials which they are called to endure, are light and momentary, compared with the blessings which he will bestow upon them in heaven. 

Verse 19
The creature; the creation. In this and the three following verses the word rendered creature and creation is the same in the original Greek. It seems to denote the whole of this lower creation as brought under God’s curse, and made subject to suffering and abuse in connection with the fall of man. Compare Genesis 3:16-19. 

The manifestation of the sons of God; when they shall be seen and publicly acknowledge as his children, and take full possession of their inheritance as heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ. 

Verse 20
Vanity; suffering and abuse. 

Not willingly; not by their own choice. 

Him who hath subjected the same; God, by his wise and righteous constitution of things. 

In hope; of deliverance from the evil endured. 

Verse 21
The bondage of corruption; the bondage which consists in a corruptible state, with all the suffering belonging to such a state. 

The glorious liberty of the children of God; literally, "the liberty of the glory of the children of God"; that is, the liberty from corruption and suffering which the creation shall receive when the sons of God are manifested in glory. Verse Romans 8:19. 

Verse 22
The whole creation; every part of creation which, without its own choice, has been subjected to evils, or is perverted and abused through the sins of men. 

Groaneth and travaileth in pain; experienceth and manifesteth deep distress under the evils which sin has caused. The sufferings which sin brings upon others, as well as on those who commit it, strikingly show its malignity, and should lead all to abhor and forsake it, and to look unto Jesus that they may be delivered from its power, and become the instruments of good to all who may feel their influence. 

Verse 23
Not only they; the creatures which unwillingly suffer, or are perverted and abused through the sins of men. 

But ourselves also; true Christians, who are born of the Spirit, and have the foretastes of heaven. 

Groan within ourselves; under the evils which sin still occasions us. 

Waiting for the adoption; when body and soul, freed from all evils, shall be reunited, and be perfect in holiness and bliss. 

Verse 24
Saved by hope; hope of future, everlasting glory; sustaining us in trials, animating us in duty, and leading us to persevere in keeping the commands of God. 

Hope that is seen, is not hope; what we have in possession, we do not hope for; we hope for future good, and persevere in the course which is needful to obtain it. 

Verse 26
The Spirit; the Holy Spirit, who dwells in believers. 

Helpeth our infirmities; all the weaknesses that belong to us as fallen sinful beings, subject to suffering and death. In respect to these the Holy Spirit helps us by enabling us rightly to bear them, to overcome the evils they occasion, and in due time delivering us from them. 

Maketh intercession for us; by teaching us how to pray and what to pray for, and awakening in us those intense desires and fervent longings for spiritual blessings for ourselves and others, which cannot in any human language be fully uttered. All right and acceptable prayer is the fruit of the Holy Spirit, operating on the hearts of men, awakening pious emotions, and leading them to exercise such desires as are agreeable to the will of God. Though their feelings may not be uttered in words, he understands them, and glorifies himself in doing exceeding abundantly for all who pray in the Spirit, and watch thereunto with all perseverance. Ephesians 6:18. 

Verse 27
He that searcheth the hearts; God. 

Knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit; he understands the feelings and desires caused by the Holy Ghost in the hearts of men, whether uttered in words or not; they are in accordance with his will, and he delights to answer them 1 John 5:14. This is an unspeakable consolation and encouragement to the friends of God. And there is still another. 

Verse 28
All things work together for good to them that love God; love to God distinguishes true Christians from all other men. He that loveth God is born of him, and all things shall work together for his good. 

The called; those who have been called by his grace out of the darkness and bondage of sin into the light and liberty of the children of God. As all things work together for good to those who love God, they are especially bound, in whatsoever state they are, therewith to be content; knowing that their trials, however great, will conspire to work out for them an exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 2 Corinthians 4:17. 

Verse 29
Whom he did foreknow; as his people. He did not simply foreknow that they would be his people, but his foreknowledge of them as his people included the gracious purpose of bringing them into a state of salvation, as the apostle proceeds immediately to show. 

He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son; he determined to lead them by his Spirit to believe in Christ, and in this way to become like him, holy. 

First-born among many brethren; be their Prince, Leader, and Saviour, and have many who, as his brethren, should be joint-heirs with him to his kingdom of heavenly glory. Conformity in temper and conduct to the example of Christ, is the only sure evidence of being elected, and predestinated to eternal life. 

Verse 30
Them he also called; called by his word and Spirit, taught them to feel their need of Christ, and led them to believe on him. 

Them he also justified; accepted as righteous. 

Them he also glorified; made heirs of eternal glory in heaven. 

Verse 31
To these things; in view of the above-mentioned truths. 

If God be for us; if he is our friend, has led us to believe on his Son, and thus showed that he has determined to save us, and to cause all things to work for our good. 

Who can be against us? who can hinder our salvation, or on the whole do us any real harm? 

Verse 32
Freely give us all things; as he has, self-moved, given us his only begotten Son to be our Saviour, and renewed our hearts by his Spirit, pardoned our sins, and justified us by his grace, who can doubt but he will give us all needed good? The death of Christ is conclusive evidence that nothing which will in the end promote their benefit, will be withheld from those who believe on him. 

Verse 34
Who is he that condemneth? who can prevail against God, so as to destroy, or ultimately injure us? It is Christ; who from love, died in our stead when we were his enemies. But Paul cannot leave the subject here, since without the resurrection, ascension, and intercession of Christ, his death would be ineffectual to our redemption. He therefore passes on to these: yea rather, that is risen again, etc. 

Verse 35
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? that love which was stronger than death; which led him, when we were his enemies, to die for us, to give us his Holy Spirit, to reconcile and unite us to himself, and make us joint-heirs with him to all the blessings of his Father’s kingdom. Who or what can separate us from such love? Shall tribulation; shall trials, or any thing which can come upon us? 

Verse 36
As it is written; Psalms 44:22. 

We are killed; constantly suffer, and are exposed to death. 

Verse 37
More than conquerors; over all our trials; they shall not only fail to separate us from the love of Christ, or to diminish our love to him, or to do us any real harm, but they shall do us great good; showing us the evil of sin and the vanity of the world, quickening us in duty, and making us more holy and more happy. 

Him that loved us; Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. All the blessings of believers come to them through Jesus Christ. They are given on his account, and are the purchase of his blood. They should therefore awaken in those who enjoy them, unfeigned and ever-increasing gratitude, and lead them to devote themselves, body and soul, for ever to his service. 

Verse 39
The love of God-in Christ Jesus our Lord; "the love of God" here, like "the love of Christ," verse Romans 8:35, is his love towards us, which, however, always includes love on our part towards him. 

09 Chapter 9 

Verse 1
In Christ; as one united to Christ, and devoted to his service. 

In the Holy Ghost; under his direction and influence. 

Verse 2
Great heaviness and continual sorrow; on account of the deplorable condition and prospects of the unbelieving Jews, who constituted the mass of the nation, and whom, in the next verse, he calls his brethren and kinsmen according to the flesh, meaning his relatives and countrymen. 

Verse 3
I could wish; were it proper, or would it benefit them. 

Accursed from Christ; subjected to the greatest calamities for his brethren, if by this means they could be saved. While true religion leads those who possess it earnestly to desire the salvation of all, it leads them especially to desire the salvation of their own countrymen, and most of all that of their relatives and friends, and to be willing to make any proper sacrifices for the sake of promoting it. 

Verse 4
To whom pertaineth the adoption; who had been selected of God as his people, and on whom he had bestowed peculiar privileges. 

The glory; the visible emblem of the divine presence. 

The covenants; those made with their fathers. 

The giving of the law; Exodus 20:1-17. 

The service of God; in his temple. 

The promises; those contained in the Old Testament. 

Verse 5
Whose are the fathers; the patriarchs, priests, and prophets, a most illustrious ancestry. 

Of whom as concerning the flesh; from whom, as to his human nature, Christ descended. 

Who is over all, God blessed for ever; truly divine, Jehovah. 

Verse 6
The word of God; his word of promise to Abraham and his seed. 

Hath taken none effect; hath failed of fulfilment. The great error of the unbelieving Jews was in thinking that the covenant of God with Abraham bound him to save all his children, without respect to their own personal faith and obedience. This error the apostle now proceeds to expose. 

Not all Israel; not all his natural descendants are, in spirit, true Israelites, to whom the promises of spiritual blessings were made. Galatians 4:29. 

Verse 7
Neither-are they all children; in the sense of being heirs to the promise. 

In Isaac shall thy seed be called; Genesis 21:12. The meaning of these words is, that not all Abraham’s children by natural descent shall be heirs of the promises made to him, but only those in the line of Isaac. 

Verse 8
The children of the flesh; Abraham’s children by mere natural descent. 

The children of God; in a special sense, as being heirs of the promises made to Abraham. 

The children of the promise; the children of Isaac, who was born in a supernatural way, according to God’s promise, mentioned in the following verse. 

Are counted for the seed; the seed that inherits the promises made to Abraham. Thus the apostle shows that from the very beginning the blessings of the covenant did not flow in the line of mere natural descent to Abraham’s children, but according to God’s promise. Upon the same principle God acts under the gospel, reckoning as the true seed of Abraham those, and those only, who are born, not of blood, nor of the will of man, but of God, and who show this by believing in Christ. John 1:13; John 6:29. The promises of the gospel are not made to any on account of their natural descent or their religious privileges, but on account of their union to Christ by believing on him. 

Verse 9
The word of promise; Genesis 18:10-14; Genesis 25:21-23. 

Verse 10
And not only this; not only did God in this care reject a part of Abraham’s seed by natural descent. 

By our father Isaac; to be connected immediately with verse Romans 9:12; in intermediate verse being thrown in to show that in rejecting Esau and taking Jacob, God was not influenced by any good or evil yet done by the children. 

Verse 13
As it is written; Malachi 1:2-3. The meaning of these words is, I chose Jacob and his seed to be heirs of the promises made to Abraham, and rejected Esau and his seed. 

Verse 14
Is there unrighteousness with God? is it wrong for him to make such distinctions as he does among men? God forbid; certainly not: for every thing he does, he has the wisest and best reasons. Whatever God does is right; and however his dealings may appear to men, they should always feel that what he does is wise, holy, just, and good. In many things he calls men to walk by faith; and gives them opportunities to show thus whether they have or have not confidence in him. 

Verse 15
He saith to Moses; Exodus 33:19. 

Verse 16
Of God that showeth mercy; the blessings which God bestows upon sinners originate wholly with himself. They are bestowed upon such persons, at such times, and in such ways and measures as he sees best, and are wholly of grace. 

Verse 17
The scripture saith; Exodus 9:16. 

Have I raised thee up; caused thee to stand; continued thee on earth a long time, notwithstanding all thy sins. 

My power in thee; my power to overcome all opposition, and by mighty signs and wonders, with a high hand and an outstretched arm, to deliver my people, according to my promise. 

That my name might be declared; that I might be made known as the one only living and true God, the omnipotent Jehovah, over all the earth. 

Verse 18
Whom he will he hardeneth; as he did Pharaoh, by continuing him on earth notwithstanding his sins, and suffering him, under judgments and mercies, to act out his wickedness, and thus grow harder and more wicked than he was before. 

Verse 19
Find fault; blame persons for doing wrong. 

Resisted his will; thwarted his counsels, by which "he hath mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth," verse Romans 8:18. This is the old objection, that if God accomplishes all his purposes, he cannot blame men for their conduct. But it is a certain fact that he does govern them as free responsible beings, and hold them accountable for all their wickedness, although he may overrule it, as he did that of the Jewish council who instigated Pilate to crucify Christ, for the accomplishment of his own wise and good counsels. 

Verse 20
Repliest against God; disputest against him, by finding fault with the principles upon which he governs the world. 

Verse 21
Power; rightful power, as the original word implies. 

Of the same lump; the lump is here the mass of fallen sinful men, who can claim nothing at God’s hand as a matter of right, and towards whom he may justly proceed, as he did towards Jacob and Esau, showing mercy to one, and withholding it from another. 

Verse 22
What if God, willing; judged it best to manifest his wrath against transgressors of his laws and opposers of his government, and thus show his power to destroy his enemies and save his friends. 

Endured with much long-suffering; waited upon them a long time, as he did upon Pharaoh, while by their most unreasonable rebellion they grew harder; and thus the abuse of his forbearance became a savor of death unto death. 2 Corinthians 2:15-16. 

The vessels of wrath; men who perseveringly refused to obey God. 

Fitted to destruction; by their own wickedness. If God continues men in life and surrounds them with mercies, yet leaves them to pursue their own chosen way, they will grow more wicked, and become more hardened in sin; till, by rejecting his kind invitations, and abusing his providence and grace, they have fitted themselves for destruction. 

Verse 23
The riches of his glory; the glorious perfections of his character, especially of his mercy and grace. 

The vessels of mercy; those whom he mercifully led to repent of their sins and believe on Christ. 

Verse 24
Even us; believers in Christ. 

Called; effectually by his word and Spirit. 

Not of the Jews only; but of all nations. 

Verse 25
Osee; the Greek form of the Hebrew word Hosea. Hosea 2:23. 

Call them my people-not beloved; those who had been cast off as enemies, he would reclaim and gather as friends. 

Verse 26
It shall come to pass; Hosea 1:10. In the places where they had shown that they were not the people of God, there the change which grace would produce would be so manifest, that they would be acknowledged as his people. The salvation of any of the lost race of men originates in the love of God, and is accomplished by his power and grace, showing them their need of Christ, and inclining them to believe on him. 

Verse 27
Esaias; Isaiah. 

Crieth; proclaimeth publicly. Isaiah 10:22-23. 

A remnant; a few only of them, compared with the whole, shall believe and be saved. This was repeatedly fulfilled in God’s treatment of the nation before the coming of Christ; and now, in the apostle’s day, it was having its great fulfilment in the fact that only a remnant of them received Christ as their Messiah, and were thus saved. 

Verse 28
He will finish the work; the work of righteously destroying those who will not have him reign over them. 

Cut it short; accomplish it in a speedy and summary way. 

A short work; a work done with promptness and speed. The apostle quotes here, as often, from the Greek version of the Seventy. 

Verse 29
Esaias said before; in an earlier passage. Isaiah 1:9. 

A seed; a remnant, a few. 

We had been; destroyed like Sodom and Gomorrah. By these quotations the apostle showed conclusively that the doctrine of the Jewish Scriptures was that only a remnant of the nation should be saved. In former judgments God had proceeded upon this principle, and he would do so now. A people may have the greatest outward privileges, and yet very few of them be saved. Of course no one can safely depend upon any outward distinctions or external privileges; unless they lead him to Christ as the all-sufficient and only Saviour, they will, by being abused, neglected, or perverted, aggravate his condemnation. 

Verse 30
What shall we say; what is the conclusion? Followed not after righteousness; did not know God and did not seek his favor. 

Have attained; acceptance with God, by believing in the Messiah who has been offered to them. 

Verse 31
The law of righteousness; or, as we may render, a law of righteousness; that is, a law which can give justification and eternal life, which, in their case, was the law of Moses. 

Verse 32
Wherefore? why have they not obtained justification? Because they sought it by their own works, and as a matter of human merit; not by believing in Christ, and receiving it for his sake. 

They stumbled at that stumbling-stone; they were offended at Christ, and opposed salvation through him. 

Verse 33
As it is written; Isaiah 8:14; Isaiah 28:16. These passages pointed out the manner in which they would treat Christ; that the effect of believing on him would be salvation, and of rejecting him would be destruction; so that it was certain, not merely from the preaching of Paul, but from the testimony of God by the Old Testament prophets, that other foundation for human hope could no man lay than that which was laid, Jesus Christ; that by believing on him, Gentiles as well as Jews could be saved, and that by continuing to reject him, Jews as well as Gentiles would be lost. 1 Corinthians 3:11. The eternal condition of men who have the gospel will be according to their treatment of the Lord Jesus Christ. However ignorant, careless, or wicked they may have been, if they believe on him they will be justified, sanctified, and saved; if they reject him they will be lost. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verse 2
I bear them record; I freely and openly testify. 

A zeal of God; zeal for God; great zeal in religion. 

Not according to knowledge; not enlightened, wise, or according to truth. Men may have great zeal in religion, and yet be blinded and hardened in sin. Right zeal will be in accordance with truth and duty; holy in character, kind in spirit, and useful in tendency. 

Verse 3
God’s righteousness; that which he has provided in Jesus Christ. See note to chap Romans 1:17. 

Their own righteousness; by their outward obedience to the law. 

Have not submitted themselves; not given their hearts to God, or accepted his salvation through Christ. 

Verse 4
The end of the law for righteousness; the true end of the law is to give eternal life; but to fallen sinful men it becomes the occasion of death. Chap Romans 7:10. Christ, by delivering those who believe on him from both the condemnation of the law and the reigning power of sin, brings them into a state of eternal life, and thus accomplishes the end of the law. That righteousness which men vainly seek by their own works, they may freely attain by believing in Christ. They may also in this way be led from the heart to yield an obedience to the law, which they otherwise never would have rendered; and to perform works which will receive a gracious and abundant reward. 

Verse 5
Moses describeth; Leviticus 18:5. 

The righteousness-of the law; that which can be obtained by obeying the law. 

Doeth those things; all the things which the law requires. 

Shall live by them; and thus be saved by his works. 

Verse 6
The righteousness-of faith; that which men attain by believing in Christ. 

Speaketh on this wise; is described in this way. Deuteronomy 30:11-14. 

Say not in thy heart; do not think that this way of becoming righteous requires of you impossibilities, or things which, if disposed, you cannot do. It does not require you to go up to heaven, or down into the deep. All that it required is, to receive Christ as your Saviour and guide. 

Verse 8
The word; the message of salvation through Christ. 

Nigh thee; close at hand, so that it requires no toilsome labor to find it or to do it. 

In thy mouth, and in thy heart; ready at hand to be received by thy heart, and confessed by thy lips. Verses Romans 10:9-11. 

Verse 9
Confess with thy mouth-believe in thy heart; he mentions these two things, because both are necessary to salvation-the inward faith in Christ, and the outward confession of him. 

That God hath raised him from the dead; for belief in this includes every thing else. By raising Christ from the dead, God set his seal to him as the promised Messiah. 

Verse 11
The scripture saith; Isaiah 28:16. 

Shall not be ashamed; his confidence in the Saviour shall not be disappointed. That faith which is represented in the Old Testament and the New as essential to salvation, is one which influences and controls the heart and life. 

Verse 13
Whosoever shall call; Joel 2:32. The apostle quotes from a prophecy relating to the times of the gospel. See the context, Joel 2:28-31. 

Verse 14
How then shall they call; the quotation from Joel gives the apostle occasion to magnify the office of the gospel preacher, and show the propriety, the wisdom, and goodness of preaching the gospel to the heathen, as had been done by Paul and others, and as had been foretold by the prophets. 

Verse 15
As it is written; Isaiah 52:7. Another prophecy that has its highest fulfilment under the gospel dispensation. 

Verse 16
They have not all obeyed; though the gospel had been preached extensively among Jews and Gentiles, yet only a few comparatively had embraced it, especially among the Jews. This also had been foretold in the Old Testament. Isaiah 53:1. Yet some, as foretold, when they heard the gospel, believed and were saved. 

Verse 17
Faith cometh by hearing; the hearing of the word of God. His communication in the gospel is the means appointed and blessed to lead men to exercise faith; hence it should be preached to all, that they may hear, believe, and be saved. The hearing of Christ as revealed in the gospel, is the means which God has appointed, and which he blesses to the production of faith in him; he should therefore, as soon as practicable, be preached to all people: and those who aid in doing this, are exerting an important instrumentality for the salvation of men. 

Verse 18
But I say, Have they not heard? this is said in reference to the general unbelief of men, verse Romans 10:16; as much as to say, True, few have obeyed; but is this from want of hearing? no; for their sound went into all the earth; in other words, what the Psalmist says of the instruction given by the heavens, Psalms 19:1-4, is true of the preaching of the gospel. It has been extensively proclaimed among many nations. Of course, if the people do not believe, it must be their own fault. 

Verse 19
Did not Israel know? have in their own scriptures the means of knowing; namely, that the Gentiles as well as the Jews were to hear the gospel, and that multitudes of them would embrace it, while the unbelieving and disobedient Jews were to be rejected? This had been foretold. 

First Moses saith; as much as to say, To begin with Moses, the first of all the sacred writers. The passage quoted is in Deuteronomy 32:21. It teaches that for their disobedience God will provoke the covenant people to anger by exalting the heathen nations above them. This has been fulfilled, first, in a temporal way, by their repeated subjection-as at this very day-to the dominion of gentile nations; secondly, in a spiritual way, by God’s casting off the unbelieving Jews, and calling into the church the believing Gentiles. It is to this latter fulfilment that the apostle here refers. 

No people; as idolaters, not worth to be called a people in contrast with the people of God. 

Foolish nation; stupidly worshipping idols. 

Verse 20
Esaias is very bold; speaks openly and plainly. Isaiah 65:1-2. 

Them that sought me not; those who had not before sought him, the heathen. He revealed himself to them in the gospel, and they believed on him. 

Verse 21
Stretched forth my hands; in kind invitations of mercy. 

A disobedient and gainsaying people; who continued to oppose his messengers and reject their message. As they continued to reject him, he would reject them, and gather to himself a people from the Gentiles. This had been foretold in the Old Testament, and they might have known it. No outward connection with any visible church, and no external privileges merely, can secure for men the favor of God. He will treat them as they treat his Son. If they receive and obey him as their Saviour, he will be made of God unto them wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. If they do not, he will cast them off. John 14:15; John 14:21; 1 Corinthians 1:30; 1 Corinthians 16:22. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verse 1
Cast away his people; cast them off as a people, so as to break his covenant with them. The answer is, No; he has cast off the unbelieving part of them, and saved the believing remnant. The apostle then proceeds to show, by quotations from the Jewish scriptures, that God has always proceeded in this way. 

I also am an Israelite; and, as such, an example of the "remnant according to the election of grace," verse Romans 11:5. 

Verse 2
His people which he foreknew; that is, the remnant of his people which he foreknew. See note to chap Romans 8:29. 

Wot; know. 

Maketh intercession; 1 Kings 19:10. 

Verse 4
Baal; the name of an idol which many, in the days of Elijah, worshipped. 1 Kings 18:22. 

Verse 5
A remnant; a small number of the Jewish nation who belong to his redeemed people, and to whom his promises to Abraham of spiritual blessings, were made. Galatians 3:29. 

Election of grace; God’s gracious choice of them to be his people. When multitudes enter the wide gate, and walk in the broad way which leadeth to destruction, the reason why some enter the strait gate, and walk in the narrow way which leadeth unto life, is they are by God graciously chosen to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth, and are kept by the power of God, through faith unto salvation. 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14; 1 Peter 1:5. 

Verse 6
No more of works; if his choice of them were of grace, it was not on the ground of any merit in them; because, if it were, it would be of debt, not of grace. 

Verse 7
What then? what is the conclusion to which we come? Israel; the great body of the Jewish nation. 

That which he seeketh for; righteousness and acceptance with God. 

The election; those whom God graciously chose to be his people, and whom he gave to Jesus Christ. John 6:37; John 10:26-30. 

Blinded; by their sins, in refusing to come to the light, and given up to hardness of heart, as a punishment for their transgressions. John 3:20. If none were chosen of God to eternal life, none would be saved, because none would take the only way of salvation. His choosing them was not because they were naturally better than others, or on account of any thing spiritually good in them; but it was a favor graciously bestowed, and which, through his grace, is connected with believing in Christ, repenting of sin, and persevering in obedience to eternal life. Of course we ought to be as grateful to God for his election of men, as for their salvation. 

Verse 8
As it is written; Deuteronomy 29:4; Isaiah 6:9-10; Isaiah 29:10; Matthew 13:14-15; Mark 4:11-12. 

Verse 9
David saith; Psalms 69:22-23. As David was, by divine appointment, an eminent type of Christ, so the destruction of David’s enemies typified that of the enemies of Christ, the great antitype. And in the case of both David’s and Christ’s enemies the great principle was illustrated, that the wicked and rebellious among Abraham’s children shall perish, even as other sinners. 

Let their table; representing all their earthly good. 

Verse 10
Bow down their back alway; the same as "make their loins continually to shake," namely, with terror and anguish. Psalms 69:23. 

Verse 11
Have they stumbled that they should fall? irrecoverably fall? Will the great body of the Jews always continue in unbelief, and all for ever perish? Certainly not. 

Salvation is come unto the Gentiles; the rejection of the Messiah by the Jews was made the occasion of his being preached to the Gentiles, and many among them being led to believe on him. After a time the Jews also shall believe on him and be saved. 

For to provoke them to jealousy; to provoke the Jews to jealousy, while they witness the great privileges to which the Gentiles are admitted through faith in Christ. The apostle alludes to the passage which he had quoted from Deuteronomy 32:21 : "I will provoke you to jealousy by them that are no people." 

Verse 12
Them; the Jews. 

Be the riches of the world; be the occasion of great good to the world. 

How much more; will their restoration to the favor of God be the occasion of greater good. The ruin of some men is overruled by God as the occasion of great good to others. 

Verse 13
I magnify mine office; his office as apostle to the Gentiles. This he showed to be highly honorable, as connected with the plan of God for the salvation of men. 

Verse 14
Provoke to emulation; provoke to jealousy, as in verse Romans 11:11; and chap Romans 10:19, where the original Greek uses the same word. The apostle means, provoke to jealousy in such a way that they shall be stirred up to seek the blessings which they see taken from them on account of the unbelief, and given to the Gentiles through their faith. 

Verse 15
Of them; the Jews. 

Of the world; the Gentiles. 

Life from the dead; as a glorious resurrection. 

Verse 16
The first-fruit; the cake made from the first dough of the new harvest, which the Israelites were required to offer to the Lord, before they ate of it. See Numbers 15:20. 

Be holy; consecrated to God. 

The lump; the whole mass of dough from which the offering was taken. 

The root; of the tree. The first-fruit of the dough and the root of the tree here represent the patriarchs of the Israelitish nation, who received the irrevocable promises made to Abraham and his seed. Their reception by God, as a peculiar people consecrated to his service, is a pledge that he will not finally cast off the nation sprung from them. Their present rejection is temporary, and not final. 

Verse 17
Some of the branches; the Jews, the natural descendants of Abraham, called on this account, verse Romans 11:21, natural branches. 

A wild olive-tree; one that is uncultivated and bears no valuable fruit; representing the Gentiles. 

Verse 18
Boast not against the branches; the natural branches, the Jews. Do not exult over them, as if you were naturally better than they, and were in no danger. 

The root; the original church of God consisting of Abraham’s seed, into which the Gentiles are grafted by faith. 

Verse 19
The branches were broken off; the Jews were cast out, that the Gentiles might be admitted. 

Verse 20
Because of unbelief; their unbelief was the cause of their rejection. 

Thou standest by faith; continued faith in Christ and obedience to him are essential to your continuance as the people of God. 

High-minded; elated, proud, haughty. 

Fear; walk humbly in the fear and love of God, lest you too be broken off and perish. Men who have right views of God and his ways, of themselves, and their relations to him and their fellow-men, will not be proud, haughty, or censorious, but will be humble, meek, grateful, benevolent. 

Verse 22
On them which fell; the unbelieving Jews. 

Severity; just, righteous punishment. 

Toward thee; the believing Gentiles. 

Goodness; gratuitous favor. 

If thou continue in his goodness; by continuing to believe and obey him. 

Verse 25
Of this mystery; unattainable by mere human reason, and which has not hitherto been clearly revealed: that the rejection of the Messiah by the Jews was to be only temporary; and that when multitudes of the Gentiles should be converted to him, then the Jews also would acknowledge him, and be again received as the people of God. 

Until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in; the gentile nations in full number, according to the wise appointment of God. 

Verse 26
All Israel; Israel as a nation, and not, as now, a remnant of believing individuals. 

As it is written; Isaiah 59:20-21; Psalms 14:7; Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 10:15-18. However great the present blindness of the Jews, however strong their opposition to Jesus of Nazareth, the time is coming when they will know that he is their long-promised Messiah, will embrace him as their hope of glory, and will become eminent benefactors of the world. With reference to this they have been kept as a distinct people; and all exulting over them by the Gentiles, is highly offensive to God. 

Verse 28
As concerning the gospel; in respect to the spread of the gospel. 

Enemies for your sakes; enemies to the gospel and rejecters of it in such a way that, by the wise appointment of God, it shall be more generally preached and obeyed among the Gentiles. The rejection of the gospel by the Jews was the occasion why the preachers of it turned to the Gentiles, and this was a part of God’s purpose. Compare Acts 13:46; Acts 18:6; Acts 22:18-21; Acts 28:28. 

Touching the election; on account of God’s choosing Abraham and his spiritual seed, and on account of the promises which he made, they were still remembered in mercy, and in due time would again be restored to the privileges and blessings of his people. 

Verse 29
Gifts and calling of God; his choosing them as his people, and his promises to give them spiritual blessings. 

Are without repentance; will not be revoked. God will not change his determination, or fail to bestow the blessings which he has promised. 

Verse 30
Through their unbelief; their unbelief was made the occasion of your having the gospel preached to you, and thus obtaining mercy. 

Verse 31
Through your mercy; through the mercy bestowed upon you by God, in bringing you into his church. For the converted Gentiles shall, in their turn, be instrumental in bringing back the Jewish people to Christ. 

Verse 32
Hath concluded; left shut up, as in a prison, without any hope of relief, from their own works. 

Them all; the whole, both Jews and Gentiles. 

That he might have mercy upon all; and thus Jews and Gentiles alike be made to feel and acknowledge that their salvation is of grace, not of works. 

Verse 33
The reasons of the proceedings of God with men are often by them unknown, and can never be fully understood; yet we may be certain that he, in all cases, has reasons which are perfectly wise and infinitely good. No objection therefore ought to be made, by any one, to any thing that God does; but the spontaneous expression of all should be, Bless the Lord in all places of his dominion; bless the Lord, O my soul. Psalms 103:22. 

Verse 34
Who; can understand the mind of God? or, who ever taught him any thing? No one. He is alone the sum and source of all. Isaiah 40:13; Jeremiah 23:18. He needeth not and receiveth not information from any of his creatures. Acts 17:24-28. 

Verse 35
Who hath first given; who ever gave to God any thing which God did not first give to him? No one; for no one ever had any thing, except what he received from God. 

Verse 36
Of him; God, as their Creator. 

Through him; as their Preserver and Benefactor. 

To him; as their great end. 

Are all things; all things were created, are perserved and controlled, and will be disposed of, to the promotion of his glory. 

To whom be glory for ever; it all belongs to Him, to Him let it all be given. 

Amen; so be it. Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord. Psalms 150:6. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verse 1
The mercies of God; those which he bestows in and through Jesus Christ, as the apostle has exhibited in the former part of this epistle. For he now proceeds to draw from the deep doctrines there unfolded inferences of a practical nature. 

Present your bodies; as the priest presented to God the bodies of the victims slain. 

A living sacrifice; in contrast with the slain sacrifices of the Mosaic law. To present the body to God as a living sacrifice, is to consecrate it, with the living soul that inhibits it, to God’s service. 1 Corinthians 6:15-20. 

Reasonable service; a service of the spirit, in contrast with a merely outward and bodily service. Compare 1 Peter 2:5. 

Verse 2
Be not conformed to this world; to its sinful spirit, maxims, customs, and habits. 

Transformed; changed, not in outward conduct merely, but in the spirit and temper of your minds. 

May prove; know and discern aright by your own experience. The apostle has in view that discernment of God’s will which comes from actual obedience. Compare John 7:17. The doctrines of the gospel as inculcated by the apostles, especially justification by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, are not only consistent with, but conducive to the more pure, elevated, and universal morality; and the intelligent, cordial belief of the one will, through the grace of God, secure the other. 

Verse 3
Through the grace given unto me; by virtue of my apostolic office, for which the grace of God has furnished me. 

To think soberly; by forming a just estimate of himself and his gifts, as compared with his brethren and their gifts. 

To every man the measure of faith; thus qualifying him for some services, but not for others. 

Verse 4
All members have not the same office; the eye, for instance, cannot perform the office of the ear, nor the hand that of the foot. The perfection of the whole depends upon the perfection of each organ; so with the spiritual body, the church of Christ. 

Verse 5
We; Christians. 

One body in Christ; he is the head, and we are the members of his one body. The perfection of each member and of the whole body of Christ, depends, not upon all being alike, or doing the same things, but upon all being in their proper places, and doing each his appropriate work. 

Verse 6
Gifts differing according to the grace that is given; God graciously bestows upon different members of the church different talents and gifts, and all are to use them according to his will. 

Prophecy; this was one of the spiritual gifts. See note 1 Corinthians 12:28. 

According to the proportion of faith; the same as "the measure of faith," verse Romans 12:3. Let him keep himself within the limit of the spiritual qualifications bestowed on him by God. 

Verse 7
Or ministry; that is, or having ministry for his gift. Ministry is here ministering to the wants of the brethren, as distinct from prophesying and teaching. 

Let us wait on our ministering; occupy ourselves with it in a humble and contented spirit. 

Verse 8
Giveth; for the relief of others. 

With simplicity; singleness of aim, purity of motive, without selfish ends. 

Ruleth; directeth the concerns of the church. 

Showeth mercy; by attending on and assisting the sick, sorrowful, and distressed. 

With cheerfulness; with a kind, patient disposition, which will greatly increase the pleasure and benefit of his assistance. 

Verse 10
In honor preferring one another; rather, going before, or setting an example to one another in courtesy, kindness, and respect. 

Verse 11
In business; or in diligence, as the same word is rendered in verse Romans 12:8. The meaning is, that in the exercise of a diligent and earnest spirit we should not be remiss. 

Serving the Lord; by activity of body and mind, wisely and perseveringly discharging the various duties of life. 1 Corinthians 10:31. 

Verse 12
In hope; in hope of future glory. 

Instant in prayer; habitual, fervent, persevering in the duty. 

Verse 13
Distributing to the necessity of saints; supplying their wants. 

Given to hospitality; accustomed to provide for needy travellers and strangers, especially such as are laboring or suffering for Christ. 

Verse 14
Good men will desire to do good, not to friends only, or such as do good to them, but also to enemies, and such as do evil. The characters of men are more clearly seen by their treatment of enemies, than of friends. Luke 6:32-36. 

Verse 15
Rejoice-and weep; manifest a deep interest, a tender sympathy in the joys and sorrows of others. 

Verse 16
The same mind; be united, live in peace. 

Mind not; do not aspire to, or seek after wealth, honor, or powerful earthly connections. 

Condescend; sympathize and associate with the poor, humble, afflicted, especially such as suffer for righteousness’ sake. 

In your own conceits; do not have such an opinion of your own wisdom as to exalt yourself or despise others, or prevent your feeling your dependence, and obligation for all which you possess, to the grace of God. Proverbs 3:5-7. 

Verse 17
Recompense to no man; do no evil to any one, because he does evil to you. 

Things honest in the sight of all men; things that are right, lovely, and of good report, as the original word implies. Conduct in such a manner as is suited to meet the enlightened and conscientious approbation of men. Proverbs 3:3-4. 

Verse 18
As much as lieth in you; as far as you can consistently with duty, cultivate a peaceful temper, and seek to live in peace. 

Verse 19
Give place unto wrath; do not take revenge upon those who injure you, but exercise a forgiving spirit. Leave the taking of vengeance to Jehovah, to whom it belongs. Deuteronomy 32:35. Individuals against whom crimes are committed, are not to avenge themselves by punishing the criminals. Civil government, which God has established for this purpose, is to punish criminals so far as is needful for the terror of evildoers and the security of those who do well. This is one way in which God manifests his wrath against transgressors in this world, and gives an earnest of the fulness of wrath which, unless they repent and believe on his Son, he will manifest against them in the world to come. 

Verse 20
Feed him-give him drink; treat him kindly, do him good, and when he is needy supply his wants. Proverbs 25:21-22; Matthew 5:44. 

Heap coals of fire on his head; which will be adapted to melt him into penitence and love. 

Verse 21
Be not overcome of evil; let not evil conquer you, but do you with kindness conquer it. Kindness towards enemies is a most likely means of making them friends; and if it does not have this effect, but they continue obstinately and wickedly to be enemies to their benefactors, they will ripen for aggravated ruin. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verse 1
The higher powers; the civil government. 

Are ordained of God; civil government is an ordinance of God, and magistrates are to be obeyed as his ministers, clothed with authority from him. 

Verse 2
Resisteth the power; the civil government, in the exercise of its rightful authority. 

Damnation; condemnation, punishment. As civil government is an institution of God, it should be respected, and its just requirements conscientiously and cheerfully obeyed. 

Verse 3
Rulers; in the discharge of their appropriate duties, are not a terror to good works; to persons who do right. They were not made rulers by God for this purpose, but to be a terror to the evil; to evil-doers, by being authorized to punish them. 

Be afraid of the power? provided you do evil, because, if the government does its duty, it will punish you. 

Thou shalt have praise of the same; do right, and the government, if it does its duty, will protect and encourage you. 

Verse 4
He is the minister of God; the magistrate is His servant. 

To thee for good; made a ruler, not for his own good, but the good of the people whose interests he is bound to promote. 

Not the sword in vain; the sword is an instrument of punishment, and as such, an emblem in the hand of the magistrate, of rightful authority, in case men maliciously put to death their fellow-men, to punish them even with death. Genesis 9:6; Numbers 35:16-21; Numbers 35:30-31. 

To execute wrath; not the wrath of the magistrate or of the government merely, but the wrath of God against evil-doers. As the object for which God established and upholds government is the highest good of the governed, it should be so constructed and administered as will best accomplish this end. 

Verse 5
Also for conscience’ sake; men should obey the laws, not merely from the fear of punishment, but from a sense of duty to God and men. 

Verse 6
For this cause; because government is God’s institution, and magistrates are his ministers to promote the good of the people. 

Pay ye tribute; taxes are justly due to the government for the payment of its officers, and for other needful expenses; and they ought to be freely, conscientiously, and punctually paid. 

This very thing; the discharge of the appropriate duties of their office. Men have no more right to defraud the government of its just dues, or to withhold the taxes of the duties which are needful to carry on its operations, than to defraud their fellow-men. And those who in any way do this, sin not only against men, but against God. 

Verse 7
Their dues; what rightfully belongs to them. 

Tribute; taxes on real and personal estate. 

Custom; taxes on merchandise, and on foreigners. 

Fear-honor; pay to rulers and officers of government such respect as will conduce to the best discharge of their duties. If rulers transcend their just authority, neglect the objects for which they were appointed, and seek their own, not the good of the people-if they terrify the good, encourage the bad, and require men to commit sin-men are bound, in these things, to disobey them, and in all things to obey God. In no case are men to commit sin to accomplish any object whatever. 

Verse 8
Owe no man any thing; discharge, at the proper time, all just obligations. 

But to love; love to men will lead you to fulfill towards them all your duties. 

Verse 9
Love thy neighbor as thyself; desire and in all suitable ways seek to promote his good. Leviticus 19:18; Luke 10:29-37. Do to him as you ought to wish, under similar circumstances, that he should do to you. Matthew 7:12; Luke 6:31. 

Verse 10
Supreme love to God, and that genuine love to men which springs from and accompanies it, will lead rulers and ruled to seek each other’s good and that of all their fellowmen. In the government and out of it, in their official duties, in their private example, and in all their influence, good men will strive to do to others as they ought to wish others to do to them. 

Verse 11
And that; and do that which I have been urging. 

Knowing the time; knowing how far it has advanced. 

Sleep; the insensibility and inactvity of sin. 

Now is our salvation nearer than when we believed; our final salvation with Christ, towards which believers are every day drawing nearer. 

Verse 12
The night; our state of darkness and trials in this world. 

The day; the state of light and bliss in heaven. 

The works of darkness; sinful deeds of every kind. 

The armor of light; the armor of righteousness, which is worn by those who walk in the light. 

Verse 13
Walk honestly; live in a manner becoming disciples of Christ hastening to eternity, and preparing for heaven. See note to chap Romans 12:17. 

Rioting and drunkenness; intemperance. 

Chambering and wantonness; licentiousness. 

Verse 14
Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ; clothe yourselves with his character and spirit. In order to do the most in their power to remove all existing evils, and promote the greatest good, Christians should possess, and in all things manifest, the spirit of Christ, labor to make known his character and will to all people, and set before them the motives which he has revealed, to lead them to believe on and obey him. All should look upward to Him who has the residue of the Spirit, that his heavenly influence may descend in copious effusions, and the evils of sin become as the frosts of winter on the approach of spring, and vanish as darkness before the light of day. 

14 Chapter 14 

Verse 1
In this chapter, and part of the following, the apostle urges the duty of mutual forbearance and charity, in respect to non-essential points of difference. Among the Roman Christians these had respect to certain outward distinctions of food, days, and the like. These would be best overcome, not by scornful and bitter judgments of each other, but by the spirit of mutual love and conciliation. 

Him that is weak in the faith; namely, the faith of the gospel. The apostle has in mind the conscientious believer, who has not attained to such enlarged views of the liberty of the gospel as to raise him above bondage to unessential outward observances. 

Receive ye; to your fellowship, treat him as a Christian. 

Not to doubtful disputations; or, not to discernings of thoughts; in other words, not for the purpose of setting yourselves up to try and pass judgment upon his religious scruples. Persons may have erroneous views with regard to many unessential things, and yet be real Christians; and those who give evidence of being received of Christ as his disciples, should be received by us, and treated as Christian brethren. 

Verse 2
Eat all things; any wholesome food. 

Who is weak; ignorant of what is proper on this subject. 

Eateth herbs; lives on vegetables and abstains from flesh, lest he should be defiled by the use of it. 

Verse 3
Him that eateth; all kinds of wholesome food indiscriminately, having attained, in this respect, to a true idea of the liberty of the gospel. 

Despise; the sin to which men of liberal views are especially tempted. 

Him which eateth not; eateth not flesh, because he has scruples of conscience in respect to the use of it. 

Judge; in a condemnatory way. This is the sin to which conscientious men of narrow views are particularly prone. 

God hath received him; as a Christian, and admits him to fellowship with himself. We should never despise any on account of their errors, or their supposed inferiority to ourselves; nor condemn them for following their own consciences, not ours; but we should endeavor to enlighten them as to the will of God, and set them an example of obeying it. 

Verse 4
His own master; Jesus Christ. 

He standeth or falleth; he will be approved or condemned, not according to the correctness of his views about the ceremonial law, or outward forms and ceremonies, but according to his character as a friend or enemy of Christ. 

He; the true Christian, though feeble, and in some respects erring. 

Shall be holden up; sustained as a Christian and accepted; for, God is able, and he has promised to do it. 

Verse 5
Esteemeth one day above another; because the ceremonial law, which he erroneously thinks is still binding, makes a distinction between different days of the week. One observes the Jewish feasts and fasts, the other does not. The apostle here has no reference to the difference of days spoken of in the moral law. He speaks in this chapter about that difference which is associated with meats and drinks, divers washings, and various other things contained in the ceremonial law. 

Be fully persuaded; let a man examine and ascertain by the best light he can what is right, and do as he conscientiously believes that God requires. He should not, in such matters, be forced to follow another’s conscience, but should be permitted, in the exercise of his inalienable right, to follow his own. 

Verse 6
He giveth God thanks; the Christian who regards days and meats according to Jewish ceremonies, and the Christian who does not, both act from religious motives, and for the purpose of honoring God. This they show by thanking him for his mercies. They should therefore be received and treated by each other as friends of God. No man should do what he does not believe to be right; and the great object of every man in what he does, and in what he forbears to do, should be to honor God and benefit his fellow-men. 

Verse 7
None of us liveth to himself; the great object of every Christian, in life and death, is not himself, but Jesus Christ. His language is, Not my will, but thine be done. 

Verse 8
We are the Lord’s; we seek his glory, are governed by his will, and belong to his redeemed people. 

Verse 9
To this end; that he might be Lord of his redeemed people dead and living, on earth and in heaven, he died, rose, and ascended to glory, where he now lives; head over all things to his church, and will in due time come to judge the world in righteousness. It follows that our aim should be his glory, and the edification of his people; not the promotion of our own private ends. Christ is the rightful owner and governor of the whole family, especially of his redeemed people. All should therefore give him the homage of their hearts and the obedience of their lives, treat his friends as their friends, and love them heartily for his sake. Galatians 6:10. 

Verse 10
Of Christ; our rightful and proper judge. 

Verse 11
For it is written; Isaiah 45:21-25. What is said by Isaiah of Jehovah, the apostle here applies to Christ, and thus shows that he is Jehovah, God the judge of all. 

Verse 12
As Christ is to be the final judge of men, and we are to give account each of himself to him, and be accepted or condemned according to his decision, we should live as under his inspection, and make it our great object so to act that he will say to us, Well done, good and faithful servants; enter ye into the joy of your Lord. Matthew 25:21. 

Verse 13
Not therefore judge; not assume the place of Christ in judging his servants, but leave that to him to whom it belongs, and who will judge according to truth. 

Judge this rather; decide this rather in your minds. The apostle intentionally uses the word judge in a double sense; as much as to say, Instead of deciding on your brethren’s conduct, decide this rather, to lay no stumbling-block before them. 

Verse 14
Persuaded by the Lord Jesus; convinced by knowledge received from him. 

Nothing unclean of itself; the distinction between clean and unclean meats, and different days of ceremonial observance, is now done away, and it is as lawful to eat one kind of healthy food as another. 

To him it is unclean; if a man really believe it wrong for him to eat meat, for him it is wrong, because it is wrong to violate his conscience. 

Verse 15
Be grieved with thy meat; if your eating meat grieves and injures a brother. 

Walkest thou not charitably; provided you continue to eat it. Love to him requires you to abstain from it. 

Destroy not him; by doing that which tends to ruin him or make him miserable. Christ endured the agonies of the cross to make him blessed; you, as a friend of Christ, redeemed with his blood, ought, if need be, to deny yourself for the same end. 

Verse 16
Your good; your knowledge of your Christian liberty and freedom from the ceremonial law, which is a real good. 

Be evil spoken of; be an occasion of reproach and blame, by your using your liberty in such a manner as to injure others, or dishonor Christ. A course of conduct may be right in some respects and in some circumstances, and wrong in others, on account of the different effects which it will produce. In order, therefore, to justify an act, it is not enough that it is not in its nature sinful, but it must also be suited, in the circumstances, to do good. 

Verse 17
The kingdom of God; his reign in the soul, and true obedience to him, do not consist in the observance or non-observance of distinctions between meats and drinks, and other like outward things; whence it follows that on the side of both the weak and the strong there should be forbearance and kindness. 

But righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost; it consists rather in being just, benevolent, and merciful; at peace with God and one another, rejoicing in his government, and in hope, through grace, of dwelling with him for ever in heaven. 

Verse 18
Serveth Christ; though it is written, "Worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve," Matthew 4:10, yet he that serveth Christ is acceptable to God. The reason is, Christ is God. Chap Romans 9:5; John 1:1; Hebrews 1:6-8. 

Verse 20
For meat destroy not; do not, for the sake of your own indulgence, injure the religious character of your brother, or do any thing which shall tend to destroy him. 

All things indeed are pure; all kinds of wholesome food are in themselves innocent, but if your partaking of them causes your brother to sin, or injures him, it is wrong for you to do it. 

Verse 21
It is good; duty requires us to abstain from indulgences which lead others to sin, injure their character, hinder their usefulness, prevent their enjoyment, or endanger their souls. It is often a duty to avoid the doing of things which, though not in themselves wrong, will become the occasion of evil to our fellow-men. 

Verse 22
Hast thou faith? do you believe that the ceremonial law is abolished, and that it is right for you to eat all kinds of food? be grateful to God for this light, but do not use it in such a manner as to injure others. 

Happy is he; who does not allow himself in things which his conscience condemns, or the propriety of which he doubts. Self-denial as to personal gratifications, for the sake of others, is an evidence of great excellence and a means of rich enjoyment. Those who make proper efforts to ascertain what is right, and who do only what they believe to be so, will be truly blessed in the approbation of conscience and of God; while those who do what they do not believe to be right, will be condemned both by themselves and their Maker. 

Verse 23
He that doubteth; the lawfulness of any thing, and yet does it when there is no doubt about the lawfulness of abstaining from it, is damned; condemned as guilty of sin. 

Whatsoever is not of faith; whatever a man cannot do with a clear conscience, believing it to be right. The apostle is speaking of those things which are in themselves indifferent, and about which the true friends of Christ may honestly differ. 

15 Chapter 15 

Verse 1
We then that are strong; enlightened on the subject in question; free from harassing doubts as to our duty. 

Bear the infirmities of the weak; bear with them, and endeavor to assist them. 

Verse 2
Please his neighbor; make the good of others, not his own gratification, his object. Our object in trying to please men should be, not to gain applause, but to do good; and we should not strive to please them any further than will be for the glory of God, and their highest benefit. 

Verse 3
Christ pleased not himself; by staying in heaven and enjoying the glory he had with the Father; but he condescended, submitted to many privations, and made great sacrifices for the good of others. 

As it is written; Psalms 69:9. 

Reproaches-fell on me; and he cheerfully bore them, for the sins of men. 

Verse 4
Written aforetime; in the Scriptures. 

For our learning; to instruct us in our duty. 

Patience and comfort of the Scriptures; received through the Holy Ghost from the Scriptures. The apostle uses the word patience here in the sense of the steadfast endurance of trials. See note to Romans 5:3. 

Might have hope; hope of future glory, which shall sustain us in trials, quicken us in duty, and thus purify and fit us for heaven. The Scriptures were all written under the guidance and according to the direction of the Holy Ghost, to afford instruction and increase the excellence, usefulness, and enjoyment of men in all countries and ages. They should therefore be put into the hands of all as soon as possible. 

Verse 5
The God of patience; who, by his word and Spirit, gives patience and consolation in trials. 

Like-minded; alike in views and feelings, in obedience to and imitation of Christ. Hence differences of Christians on lesser points need not mar their unity in feeling. 

Verse 6
One minded and one mouth; unitedly. 

Glorify God; by manifesting those dispositions which are the fruit of his Spirit, and which he requires. 

Verse 7
Wherefore; for the reasons above mentioned. 

Receive ye one another; to Christian fellowship, for such reasons and with such a spirit. 

As Christ also received us; to fellowship with him, that God by this Christian union may be glorified. The union of Christians glorifies God. They should receive and treat as Christians all who give evidence that they are such, and do it in obedience to the will, and in imitation of the example of Christ. 

Verse 8
Christ was a minister of the circumcision; he was born, lived, and died a Jew; he came as the Messiah to the Jews, exercised his ministry among them, and died to redeem them, in fulfilment of the promises which God made to their fathers. 

Verse 9
That the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy; his mercy also to them in sending them the gospel and inclining them to receive it. 

As it is written; Psalms 18:49; originally spoken by David in view of his triumphs over all his enemies. These typified the higher triumphs of Christ, in the benefits of which the Gentiles are to share. 

Verse 10
Again he saith; Deuteronomy 32:43. When Moses calls upon the nations to rejoice with God’s people, it is manifest that they are to be admitted to a share of their privileges. 

Verse 11
And again; Psalms 17:1. The call upon the Gentiles to praise God implies their reception to the blessings of God’s covenant in Christ. 

Verse 12
Esaias saith; Isaiah 11:1; Isaiah 11:10. The "root of Jesse" is Christ. 

Verse 13
The God of hope; the author of the hope in Christ which the prophets foretold. Habitual trust in God for all needed good is the great means of increasing joy, peace, hope, and all the graces of the Spirit in the hearts of believers; and also of leading them to abound in every good word and work. 

Verse 14
Full of goodness; Paul was confident that those to whom he wrote felt kindly towards one another, and would be disposed to follow, so far as they should understand it, the will of God. 

Filled with all knowledge; so well acquainted with the doctrines and duties of religion, especially with regard to the subject in question, that they would be able also to admonish; or enlighten and benefit others. 

Verse 15
Nevertheless; notwithstanding his good opinion of them. 

Because of the grace-given to me; as God had enlightened him, and made him a minister, not to Jews only, but especially to Gentiles, and as the church of Rome was composed of both, he thought it the dictate of love to write to both, and thus plainly remind them of their duty, and of such motives as were suited to induce them to do it. 

Verse 16
The offering up of the Gentiles; my offering of the Gentiles to God. He figuratively compares himself to a priest, and the offering which he presents to God is the souls of the Gentiles converted through his instrumentality. 

Verse 17
Whereof I may glory; ground for rejoicing and giving praise to God, that he had been made a minister and his efforts crowned with success. 

Verse 18
I will not dare; as some false apostles did, who intruded themselves upon the labor of other men, and took to themselves the honor of it. 

Verse 19
By the power of the Spirit of God; in working miracles and in renewing and sanctifying the hearts of men. 

Illyricum; a province in Europe, north-west of Macedonia, and bordering on Italy and Germany. "From Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum," comprehended a large portion of the then known world. 

Verse 20
Not where Christ was named; his object was to preach the gospel to the destitute who had never before heard it. The ministers who go and preach the gospel to those that have never heard it, and who are successful, through the power of the Holy Ghost, in converting them to God, gathering churches, and establishing Christian institutions, are, in a high and peculiar sense, imitators of apostles, and may hope, through grace, to be distinguished partakers of their gracious and glorious reward. 

Verse 21
As it is written; Isaiah 52:15. The course which Paul took was a fulfilment of prophecy. 

They that have not heard; those who had not before heard the gospel would, through such labors as those of Paul, hear and obey it. 

Verse 22
For which cause; his extensive journeyings to preach the gospel. 

To you; the Christians at Rome. 

Verse 23
Having no more place; in which to preach the gospel to those who have not heard it. 

Verse 24
Spain; a country west of Italy, in the south of Europe. 

Verse 25
To minister unto; to carry a contribution for the relief of their wants. 

Verse 26
Macedonia-Achaia; countries of Greece. 

Verse 27
It hath pleased them; to make a voluntary contribution. 

Their debtors they are; the Gentiles were indebted to the Jewish Christians for the gospel. 

Spiritual things; the blessings of salvation. 

Carnal things; such as would supply bodily wants. 

Verse 28
Performed this; this service of carrying the contribution to Jerusalem. 

Sealed to them this fruit; made its benefits sure to them by delivering to them the contribution of their brethren. 

Verse 30
For the Lord Jesus Christ’s sake; from regard to him and the promotion of his cause. 

The love of the Spirit; that which he produces in the hearts of Christians towards God and towards one another. 

Strive together with me; in earnest, persevering prayer. Fervent, united, and persevering prayer has great influence with God, and leads him to bestow many great and precious blessings which he otherwise would not grant. The reason is, in answer to such prayer, it is in his view best to grant them; when, without such prayer, it would not be. 

Verse 31
Them that do not believe; unbelieving Jews, who were everywhere opposed to him. 

My service; in taking to the Jewish Christians the contribution of the Gentiles. 

Verse 32
Be refreshed; cheered, invigorated, and strengthened for his future labors. 

Verse 33
The God of peace; the author and lover of peace, especially that peace of conscience and peace with God which passeth all understanding; peace in life, peace in death, and peace for ever. Philippians 4:7; Psalms 37:37. If the God of peace, love, and joy be with his people, they will not want any real good; but will always, having all sufficiency in all things, be able to abound in receiving and communicating blessings, to the glory of Him of whom and through whom and to whom are all things. Chap Romans 11:36. 

16 Chapter 16 

Verse 1
The present chapter is a beautiful illustration of the lively interest which the apostle took, not in churches alone, but also in their individual members; and as naturally growing out of this, of the extent and accuracy of his knowledge concerning them. For, in writing to a church which he had never visited, he not only salutes many by name, but accurately describes the Christian service rendered by them. Herein he is an example to all Christ’s ministers. 

Our sister; a member of the Christian church. 

A servant of the church; employed in instructing the young, and in visiting the poor, sick, and afflicted. 

Cenchrea; the eastern seaport of Corinth, whence the apostle sent the epistle, and, as is generally supposed, by the hand of this woman. True religion unites believers, not only to Christ but to one another, in a most tender and endearing union-one which is a source of rich enjoyment, which will outlive all other unions, and be growing more delightful for ever. 

Verse 2
In the Lord, as becometh saints; as a Christian, and in a Christian manner. 

A succorer; a helper and benefactor. 

Verse 3
Helpers in Christ; assistants in spreading the gospel. Acts 18:2-3; Acts 18:18; Acts 18:26; 1 Corinthians 16:19; 2 Timothy 4:19. 

Verse 4
Laid down their own necks; exposed their lives to great danger to save mine. Those who, from love to Christ, assist faithful ministers in their work, confer great benefits not only on them, but on the church and the world. Christians who enjoy their labors will gratefully acknowledge such benefits, and they will be acknowledged and rewarded by Christ at the great day. 

Verse 5
The church-in their house; the Christians who worship there. 

Epenetus; he may have been a member of the family of Stephanas. 1 Corinthians 16:15. 

Verse 7
My kinsmen; natural relatives. 

Fellow-prisoners; who had been imprisoned with him on account of their religion. 2 Corinthians 11:23. 

Of note; persons of distinction. 

In Christ; Christians. True religion does not destroy or lessen natural affection, but elevates and purifies it, and makes it the means of greatly increased usefulness and enjoyment. 

Verse 9
Helper in Christ; Christian helper in promoting religion. 

Verse 10
In Christ; as a Christian. 

Verse 13
His mother; literally. 

And mine; figuratively, by affectionate care and assistance. 

Verse 16
With a holy kiss; the common sign and pledge of Christian love in those days. Christian affection is always the same in its nature, but the modes of expressing it differ at different periods and in different nations. Those modes should be observed which are commonly esteemed suitable, and which are adapted to be useful. 

Verse 17
Mark; carefully notice. 

Divisions and offences; dissensions and occasions of strife. 

Avoid them; give them no countenance or encouragement. 

Verse 18
Serve not our Lord Jesus Christ; they do not seek his honor, but their own selfish ends. 

The simple; the unsuspecting and unwary. 

Verse 19
Your obedience is come abroad; the report of your obedient disposition and conduct. 

Wise-and simple; ready and skillful to do good, but unpractised in and opposed to doing evil. In doing good, Christians should have that wisdom and skill which result from practice, experience, and habit; but they should be wholly unskilled and inexperienced in doing evil. 

Verse 20
God of peace; the divine author, promoter, and lover of peace. 

Bruise Satan under your feet; give you the victory over him and his adherents; a victory begun in this world, but consummated in the glory of heaven. 

Verse 21
My work-fellow; companion in labor. 

Verse 22
Who wrote this epistle; Paul dictated and Tertius wrote it from his lips. 

Verse 23
My host; the person at whose house Paul staid. 

The chamberlain; treasurer of Corinth, the city from which Paul wrote this epistle. 

Verse 24
The grace of-Christ; his spiritual favors. 

Verse 25
My gospel; the gospel of Christ which Paul preached. 

The mystery; the truths of the gospel, made known obscurely in the Old Testament to the Jews, were now, by the command of God, clearly revealed to Gentiles as well as Jews. 

Verse 26
Made known to all nations for the obedience of faith; in order to lead them to exercise faith in Christ and be saved. 

Verse 27
To God only wise; the author of all true wisdom, especially that wonderful display of it made in the gospel. As God is the author of all good, and all our mercies come through Christ, we should be disposed, for all the blessings we receive, especially for the gospel and the hope of heaven, to render to him, through Jesus Christ, glory and honor, thanksgiving and praise for ever. Amen. 

